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Younger patient enjoying some pet therapy

One of the many mur als in Batson!

Celebrating Dr. Batson’s 90th Birthday!

Batson Children’s Hospital is fortunate to have tons of support from the local community as
well as statewide. Multiple fundraisers are held throughout the year including 5K runs,
Radiothons and book drives from local high schools.

Yes!!! It does snow in Mi ssi ssi ppi !

Our new hospital motto…seen on the commercials.

Interns
Constance P. Barnes-Woods, MD
Peds PGY-1

Hometown: Raised in Webb, MS, but Jackson is now home since
my family moved here in 2002.
Undergraduate: Jackson State University
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: General Pediatrics and
possibly Genetics. Genetics is interesting and exciting, and our
clinical geneticists and genetic counselors here are awesome!
Favorite spot in Jackson: Sal and Mookie’s (because they have
great pizza, which happens to be my favorite food)
In my free time I enjoy: I enjoy spending quality time with my
husband and family, going to the movies, trying new recipes, and
choreorobics/dancing.
I chose UMC because: I attended medical school here at UMMC,
so I had no doubt that I would receive top-notch training and be
privileged to see a wide range pathology.

Marlaina Berch, MD
Peds PGY-1

Hometown: Starkville, Mississippi
Undergraduate: Millsaps College
Medical School: University of Mississippi School of
Medicine
Career Interests and Future Plans: General Peds?
In my free time I enjoy: cooking, gardening, playing
with my pups, watching movies
Favorite thing about Jackson: The festivals and
community events
I wish I knew how to: Ski (water or snow)
I chose UMC because: I get to see everything here!
I’m a hands-on learner, and I get to learn everything from my patients.

Carolyn Craig, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Birmingham, AL
Undergraduate: University of Alabama
Med School: University of Alabama School of Medicine
Career Interest: Right now I am interested in possibly doing a fellowship
in Allergy and Immunology, but I am open to other options!
In my free time I enjoy: Traveling, spending time with my family, going
to Alabama football games, getting my nails painted, going to concerts,
spending time at my family's lake house.
Things I like to do in Jackson: I am new to the area so I am loving
exploring new restaurants and shops.
My favorite things are: iced vanilla lattes, anything Kate Spade, country
music
What do I like about the program?: I like the high patient volume and
wide variety of pathology seen at UMC. My favorite thing about the
program is the people and how welcoming and nice everyone has been. I like how the residents work
hard but also have a good work/life balance.

Hope Elofson, MD
Ped PGY-1
Hometown: Baton Rouge, LA
Undergraduate: Louisiana State University
Med School: Louisiana State University Health Sciences
Center - New Orleans
Career Interest: Inpatient medicine and critical care
In my free time I enjoy: Traveling to anywhere that I
haven't been before. Hanging out with my sisters and
maltipoo.
My favorite things are: LSU Football...Tailgating, home
games, away games, spring games, and everything in between.
I’m inspired by: My dad, a general pediatrician. I have always
been inspired by the true love he has for the relationships
with his patients and their families. He has shown me what
complete fulfillment can come from doing what you are passionate about.
What do I like about the program? I like the high acuity of patients and variety of conditions that we
have the opportunity to see and treat at UMMC.

Nathan Freeman, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Flowood, MS
Undergraduate: University of Southern Mississippi
Medical School: UMMC
Career Interests & Future Plans: Gen Peds/Hospitalist
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my wife
and dogs, fishing.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Reservoir area. Lots of good
fishing spots
I chose UMC because: As a med student, I noticed how
everyone in Peds was so helpful and willing to teach.
Also, the patients we see at UMMC are unlike any other in the country. So there is opportunity to see
pathology that you would not see anywhere else.

Katye Herring, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Starkville, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: Pediatric Oncology
In my free time I enjoy: running with my dog, Baxter;
reading, being outdoors, spending time with friends
Favorite spot in Jackson: Natchez Trace running trails and a
close second favorite is the Reservoir
I chose UMC because: I knew I would see very unique
pathology and we have so many subspecialties represented here.
It was the perfect balance of academics and also very down to
earth, hardworking residents who have quickly become my best
friends.

Mitchell Hobbs, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Madison, MS
Undergraduate: University of Mississippi
Medical School: University of Mississippi SOM
Career Interests: Probably subspecialty of some kind.
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my wife (also a
resident), playing with our dogs, playing trumpet, cheering on
the Rebs
Favorite spot in Jackson: Lou’s Full-Serv. If you go without
getting a dessert, you’ve done a terrible thing.
I chose UMC because: I saw as a medical student that
residents were team players, supported each other in times of
need, and genuinely enjoyed working with one another. Also, Batson serves a special mission of taking
the sickest kids in oftentimes the sickest state, and as a Mississippian, I want to be part of that.

Sara Clair Hutchins, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Grenada, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests/Future Plans: Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
In my free time I enjoy: Reading, going for walks, playing with my
dog Darby, hanging out with friends, traveling and
watching/attending sporting events
Favorite TV show: FRIENDS
Favorite spot in Jackson: Fondren/Belhaven – these areas are
home to some of my favorite restaurants
I chose UMC because: From attending medical school here, I
knew many of the residents and faculty. I knew I would get an
exceptional education, as well as enjoy working with these people.

Robert Justice, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Columbiana, Alabama
Undergraduate: Auburn University
Medical School: University of Alabama School of Medicine
Career Interests and Future Plans: General Peds
In my free time I enjoy: Anything outside—hunting, fishing, hiking,
canoeing. I also enjoy watching Auburn football, traveling, seeing new
places, and trying new foods.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Anywhere near the Reservoir.
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because I feel like it will give me
good training to be an outpatient pediatrician and will allow me to work
with a patient population that is similar to what I want to see in my
career.

Mary Beth Littrell, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Decatur, AL
Undergraduate: University of the South: Sewanee
Medical School: University of Alabama School of Medicine
Career Interests & Future Plans: General Pediatrics,
Academics & Global Medicine
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my dogs.
Visiting the reservoir and Natchez Trace walking trails.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Barnett Reservoir
I chose UMC because: I felt an immediate connection
during my interview. Received a warm welcome and felt like I
could call Jackson home. Got a sense that the program
individualizes training to help residents achieve personal
goals. My experience thus far exceeds my expectations!!

Lily Moore, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Vero Beach, FL
Undergraduate: Florida State University
Medical School: St. George’s University
Career Interests and Future Plans: Pediatric Cardiology
In my free time I enjoy: Exercise. It makes me a happy person, so I try
to get outdoors or to the gym as much as possible. I also enjoy a good nap.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Saltine! It is a great spot to grab dinner with
friends and it has an awesome selection of craft beer… also a hobby of
mine :)
I chose UMC because: The residents and staff here are amazing! I’ve
never met a friendlier group of people. Also, being the only children’s
hospital in the state, you SEE and LEARN a lot!

Devin Morris, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Brandon, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: Sports Medicine
In my free time I enjoy: Playing with my dog, watching
sports on TV
Hobbies: Basketball, Fishing
Favorite Movie: Warrior

Danny Mullins, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Roxie, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi College
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: General Peds
In my free time I enjoy: Basketball, Soccer, Disc golf, playing
piano, singing, and working on home projects
I chose UMC because: It felt like home. I worked in the PER prior
to med school, my wife and I have lived in the area since undergrad,
and I loved the people here.
Something unique about me: I broke my right radius and ulna at age
11 and my right fibula at age 25. They all ache whenever it rains. I
can explain the science if you want.

Vandana Vedanarayanan, MD
Ped Neurology PGY-1

Hometown: Jackson, Mississippi
Undergraduate: Millsaps College
Medical School: University of Mississippi School of Medicine
Career Interests and Future Plans: Pediatric Neurology
In my free time I enjoy: Reading, Knitting, and Traveling to
new places!
Favorite spot in Jackson: I love hanging out by the reservoir
- it's beautiful, and regardless of whether you want some quiet
time to yourself or you want to spend time with friends, there
are plenty of activities for you to do.
I chose UMC because: I think one of the program's strengths is how close-knit and supportive the
residents are. Moreover, the pathology you see here is amazing; you have much more exposure to
rare and interesting cases than other residency systems that I've seen.

Jack Waddell, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Charleston, WV
Undergraduate: University of Pittsburgh
Medical School: Marshall University School of Medicine
Career Interest: I flip flop back and forth between interest in
being a hospitalist and an interest in outpatient pediatrics. My ideal
career would likely have a mix of both.
Hobbies: Soccer, Hiking, Camping, Tabletop Games. My wife and I
both have a pretty strong interest in finding great food and drinks!
What makes you unique? One of my big interests that is a little
unique is that I really want to live in a tiny house in the woods one
day. I'm not sure how to fit that into my life yet, but I am always
on the look out to make that happen. I'll have to drag Olivia kicking
and screaming into it though.
In my free time I enjoy; Camping is always fun if you have a good
amount of time for it, but with what little free time I'll have in
residency, I'll probably spend it finding interesting places to eat
and drink with my wife.
What do I like about the program? As most people would say, I
really enjoy the people in the program. Everyone is very friendly. Other than that, I love how very
much there is to see here. Every specialty and a huge variety of pathology. Very little is getting sent
out of UMMC, we take care of everything here.

Thomas Wagoner, MD
Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Bardstown, KY
Undergraduate: University of Louisville
Medical School: University of Kentucky COM
Career Interests and Future Plans: General Peds/EM
In my free time I enjoy: Home brewing, disc golf, or a good
book
Favorite Movie: Shaun of the Dead
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because the people here
are so friendly and genuine. We have outstanding facilities and
a diverse patient population. I love that we have a stand-alone
children’s hospital that provides exposure to so many of the
subspecialties of pediatrics.

Pinky Chugani, MD
Med Peds PGY-1

Hometown: Tulsa, OK
Undergraduate: University of Oklahoma
Medical School: Oklahoma State University
Career Interests and Future Plans: Med/Peds Hospitalist
I chose UMC Med/Peds because: It is a strong academic
program with an even stronger support system.
What makes me unique: I have always enjoyed music and
dance. I have choreographed and taught musicals to a wide
age range for over 15 years for events, weddings and
cultural shows.
In my free time I enjoy: If I am not involved with dance,
I enjoy experimenting with cooking, the outdoors and love traveling.

Zackary Knott, MD
Med Ped PGY-1

Hometown: Monroe, Louisiana
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University
Medical School: LSUHSC-Shreveport
Career Interests and Future Plans: Med/Peds
In my free time I enjoy: Working on my house, reading,
exercising, and exploring new parts of Jackson.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Natchez Trace Trails
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because the culture
really matched what I was looking for. During the interview, it
seemed like everyone knew everyone. It had that small-hospital feel despite being a large institution.

Nathalie Malcolm, MD
Med Peds PGY-1

Hometown: Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Undergraduate: LSU
Medical School: LSU- Shreveport
Career Interests and Future Plans: Academic Med-Peds
In my free time I enjoy: Salsa dancing at MS Salsa, Travel,
jogging, and Netflix
Favorite spot in Jackson: Babalu in Fondren. Their tacos are
the jam!
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because it had
EVERYTHING I was looking for in a program- diverse
pathology seen across the entire state/neighboring states,
amazing faculty and down to earth residents, good teaching,
and Southern hospitality.

Teresa Moll, MD
Med Peds PGY-1

Hometown: Brandon, Mississippi
Undergraduate: Mississippi College
Medical School: University of Mississippi School of Medicine
Career Interests and Future Plans: Internal
Medicine/Pediatrics
In my free time I enjoy: Going to the movies. Decorating my
house with cool antique finds.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Interiors Market – great place to
look for antiques and home décor.
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because of the family
feel of the residents and the wonderful Attending’s.

Residents
Beth Brownlee, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Columbus, MS
Undergraduate: EMCC/Mississippi State
Medical School: University of Mississippi
Career Interests and Future Plans: I see myself
in clinic, but who knows where life will take me.
In my free time I enjoy: Being with my family,
cooking, taking naps with my dog, and Netflix.
What makes me unique: I was a high school teacher and dance coach before starting medical
school.
I chose UMC because: There is no place like home.

Tasha Coleman, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Flowood, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi College
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: Honestly, I am not sure if I
would want to go into general pediatrics or subspecialize. I am
interested in Emergency Medicine but I am keeping an open mind
and look forward to getting more exposure to other specialties.
In my free time I enjoy: I like to do Graphic Design in my free
time. It’s fun, relaxing, and a great creative outlet. I love to cook
(that is when I’m in the mood, LOL).. I’m a Board Game junky! LOL. Get together a group of family
and friends for fun games and good food and, to me, life is good!
What makes me unique: I love the arts (music, dance, painting, photography, theatre, etc.). I am
the first person in my family to become a physician and I’ve known that was what I wanted to do
since I was 6 years old. I married my high-school sweetheart and we’re still madly in love ☺ .
I chose UMMC because: As a medical student at UMMC, I was able to experience first hand the
quality of UMMC's pediatric residency program. As the only pediatric hospital in the state, we have
the privilege of serving many children with a variety of pathologies and utilizing our skills to help
them achieve better health and quality of life, which is so rewarding. Also, the faculty is so
knowledgeable and accessible to the residents. There is a great sense of camaraderie among the
house staff, and in my opinion, these are just a few of the best qualities that make the University
of Mississippi Medical Center such a wonderful place to learn and work.

Amber Bailey Googe, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: New Albany, MS
Undergraduate: University of Southern Mississippi
Medical School: University of Mississippi
Career Interests and Future Plans: Pediatric dermatology
In my free time I enjoy: reading, cooking/baking, and
crafting (#Homemaker?)
What makes me unique: I am EXTREMELY vasovagal- I can
almost will myself to faint. I don’t think it makes me unique,
but it certainly makes for numerous entertaining stories
from the OR, doctor’s offices, dentist offices, and my
kitchen floor if I stump my toe hard enough.
I chose UMC because: There’s no place like home, and home is where the heart is.

Pat DeMoss, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Fishers, Indiana
Undergraduate: Indiana University
Medical School: Indiana University
Career Interests and Future Plans: Infectious Disease,
Public Health
In my free time I enjoy: Reading, swimming, eating
pizza, watching football.
Favorite spot in Jackson: The Courthouse Gym on Canton Rd (it’s
where I swim)
I chose UMC because: Batson is the only children’s hospital in

the state, and I knew we would get lots of referrals. Also, being
from a different state, I was ready for a new adventure in
Mississippi!

Carolyn Glendye, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Savannah, GA
Undergraduate: Auburn University, War Eagle!
Medical School: Mercer University School of Medicine
Career Interests and Future Plans: NICU
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with friends,
my husband and our two dogs, cooking and being out on
the water
What makes me unique: I am the second youngest of 7 kids and became an aunt at the age of 6. I
married my high school sweetheart.
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because I felt like I would be joining a new family. Everyone
was so nice and welcoming and so willing to teach. I knew the amount of different pathology would
be unparalleled.

Deani McVadon, M.D.
Peds PGY-2

Hometown: Biloxi, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University
Medical School: University of MS
Career Interests and Future Plans: General Peds
In my free time I enjoy: Running, biking, fishing, and kayaking. I
also enjoy playing with my 2 kids Charlie and Gaddy (golden
retriever and black lab).
Favorite spot in Jackson: Natchez Trace
I chose UMC because: I felt like the pediatric program was a tight-knit group. The faculty and staff are
extremely supportive. Being the only children’s hospital in the state I knew I would see everything here and
get excellent training.

Emily Hawkinson, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Corinth, MS
Undergraduate: University of Mississippi
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests: General Pediatrics

Favorite movie: Father of the Bride II
In my free time I enjoy: spending time with my husband and
3 year old son, Ryan. We enjoy going to Oxford to watch Ole
Miss football. Hotty Toddy!
I chose UMC because: I went to medical school here and
knew that no other place could give me any better training. We
see it all here!

Angela Jester, D.O.
Peds, PGY-2
Hometown: Gatlinburg, TN
Undergraduate: East Tennessee State University
Medical School: Lincoln Memorial University- Debusk College of
Osteopathic Medicine
Career Interests and Future Plans: General Pediatrics
In my free time I enjoy: I love playing basketball, running, and
fishing.
What makes me unique: I am an identical twin and yes it is fun
being a twin ☺ .
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because all of my interactions with the residents and
faculty were so welcoming and genuine. Also, I saw how much effort the faculty put in towards
the residency program while stressing the importance of learning in their residents. To top it
off, Batson’s Children’s Hospital is the only children’s hospital in the state of Mississippi, so I
knew that I was going to see all the pathology I needed to prepare me to become the best
pediatrician to my ability.

Ed Landry, MD
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: New Iberia, LA
Undergraduate: Louisiana State University
Medical School: LSU School of Medicine Shreveport

Career Interests and Future Plans: Peds ER, Peds Critical
Care? We’ll figure that out.
In my free time I enjoy: Exercise, reading (non-medical fun
books), movies, occasional video game.
Favorite Movie: Aliens, with a close runner up in Dazed and
Confused.
Bucket List Vacation: Outer Space. It’ll happen.
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because I felt that the
residents and attendings I had met were amazing and very
inviting. Plus Batson is the only children’s hospital in the state.
Great pathology.

Justin Lay, D.O.
Peds PGY-2

Hometown: Byram, MS
Undergraduate: The Mississippi State University
Medical School: William Carey COM
Career Interests and Future Plans: General Peds
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my family,
watching and playing sports, just about any outdoor activity
Favorite spot in Jackson: Reservoir Area, so many outdoor
activities and a 35,000 acre lake
I chose UMC because: I am a local guy and there is a true
family atmosphere within the Pediatric Department. Also, the
pathology seen at UMMC is unparalleled.

Jay Mefferd M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Tampa, Florida
Undergraduate: University of South Florida
Medical School: University of Mississippi
Career Interests and Future Plans: I would like to
pursue a fellowship in pediatric hem/onc.
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my
wife and our three cats, watching soccer, going to LSU football games, and playing tennis.
Generically, I like to read and I’ve been trying to catch up on the classics.
What makes me unique: I’m a non-traditional student who graduated initially with a degree in
economics. I’m also originally from Florida. However, I don’t like the University of Florida, but
rather married into a LSU family and pull for them. Finally, I’m the only person in America who
doesn’t like cheese.
I chose UMC because: I love the people, and the program. It feels as though they truly care about
you as a person, and developing competent and compassionate doctors.

Michele Poliskin, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: NYC
Undergrad: Cornell University
Medical School: St. George’s University
Career interests & future plans: I will most likely be pursuing a
career in pediatric hematology/oncology. I also have a very strong
interest in pediatric healthcare advocacy; I have a specific interest in
healthcare parity for children from lower socioeconomic status
families.
In my free time I enjoy: fishing, kayaking, jet skiing, beach ‘therapy’,
running, reading quotes and ‘binge-watching’ House of Cards (and too many other shows). I also love
looking for dolphins and manatees wherever I can find them! Ideally, during all of these activities…I
am listening to the Beatles (but the Rolling Stones works as well.)
What makes me unique: “I wasn’t born in the South…but I got there as fast as I could.” I can also
out-fish my Southern fiancé any day of the week (I hope he doesn’t read this) ☺
I chose UMC because: Firstly, I fell in love with the residents and the chiefs. I am very excited
that UMC is the only children’s hospital in the state AND that it has a hematology/oncology
fellowship! My fiancé, Brandon Myers, and I couples matched here.

Rae Quigley, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Biloxi, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University (Go Dawgs!)
Medical School: UMMC
Career Interests and Future Plans: Inpatient Peds
In my free time I enjoy: Traveling, reading, enjoying new

culinary experiences with friends.
What makes me unique: I am practically deaf in my right ear –
what did you say?

Favorite TV show: Game of Thrones
Favorite spot in Jackson: Fondren or the Reservoir!
I chose UMC because: of the people. I liked how down-to-earth the attendings are, and I knew I
would get excellent training.

Lauren Rowe-Hobbs, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Madison, MS
Undergraduate: Ole Miss (Hotty Toddy!)
Medical School: The University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: It’s hard to know the path down
which residency will lead me, but as of right now I have an interest in
pursuing critical care. I’ve always been drawn to inpatient medicine and
really enjoyed my time in the PICU during medical school.
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my husband and two
precious mutts. We enjoy taking the dogs on runs and biking. Eating at all the great restaurants in
and around Jackson is another favorite pastime. I also play the flute and participate in my church’s
orchestra when I am available.
I chose UMC because: The people in the Pediatrics department at UMC were so warm and
welcoming that it’s hard not to want to stay and be a part of their team! UMC also offers a wide
variety of patients to take care of and learn from. Being the only children’s hospital in the state, it
is a wonderful feeling to know that I am a part of helping so many Mississippi families in need

Diana Tate, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Kosciusko, MS
Undergraduate: University of Southern Mississippi
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical
Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: I want to practice
general pediatrics in a small town. I love being able to get
to know my patients and their families over a lifetime!

In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my family!
I wish I knew how to: Play guitar.
Favorite TV show: Law and Order SVU
Favorite spot in Jackson: Batson Hospital, of course!
I chose UMMC because: Our patient population is diverse and we have some of the best faculty
in the country. Since Batson is the only children’s hospital in the state, we see the sickest of the
sick. I am confident if I can take care of our Batson kids, I can go any place and be good at what
I do.

James Thompson, M.D.
Peds Neurology, PGY-2
Hometown: Hattiesburg, MS
Undergraduate: Millsaps College
Medical School: UMC
Career Interests and Future Plans: Pediatric Neurology
In my free time I enjoy: Reading, gaming, and outdoor
activities
I chose UMC because: of the dedicated pediatric
community and the opportunity to make a difference in the lives of children in Mississippi.

Jennifer Williams, M.D.
Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Florence, SC
Undergraduate: Winston-Salem State University
Medical School: Medical University of South Carolina
Career Interests and Future Plans: Gen Peds

In my free time I enjoy: Trying new restaurants, Zumba,
spending time with husband and daughter
Favorite spot in Jackson: My bed….the Reservoir is a close second.

Favorite movie/tv show: Too many to count. The DVR is my hero.
My current season faves are The Blacklist, Flash, Empire, and
Scandal.
I chose UMC because: I wanted to be in a supportive learning
environment. During my interview, everyone seemed genuinely nice and happy to be at UMC. I love
the fact that UMC has the only children’s hospital in the state which will allow me to see a variety
of pathology. Also, since I’m from South Carolina, I was not ready to leave the south and give up my
southern comfort foods, sweet tea, sunshine and southern hospitality; I imagine Jackson won't
disappoint. :-)

Noel Bates, M.D.
Med-Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Miami, FL/Caracas, Venezuela
Undergraduate: Brown University for BA, Emory
University for MPH
Medical School: St. George's University
Career Interests and Future Plans: Infectious Diseases;
Public Health; Epidemic Intelligence Service
In my free time I enjoy: In my free time, I enjoy a very
good crime novel, long-distance running, traveling, and
spending my time tied into a pretzel or other sundry yoga
poses.
What makes me unique: I've lived in 6 different
countries, and visited 27!
I chose UMC because: I knew I would get a terrific academic and professional Med-Peds learning
experience. Furthermore, my master’s thesis was on barriers to access to HIV care in the
Southeast region of the US, and I am eager to get to work here. (As an aside, the sheer number of
residents who also went by their middle names also clinched the decision!)

John Bridges, M.D.
Med-Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Moved around a bunch as a kid but

graduated high school in Sugar Land, TX
Undergraduate: Baylor University
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical
Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: Academic

MedPeds?
In my free time I enjoy: Running, biking, music,

cooking
Favorite spot in the Jackson metro area: The Chisha Foka
Multi-Use Trail in Ridgeland
I chose UMC because: I went to med school here and knew that the patients, fellow residents, and

faculty

Kati Mitchell, M.D.
Med-Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Petal, MS
Undergraduate: University of Southern Mississippi
Medical School: UMMC
Career Interests and Future Plans: Med-Peds Hospitalist
or Primary Care.
In my free time I enjoy: Korean dramas and any other kind
of TV really, reading, traveling and spending time with
friends and family including my two adorable nephews!
What makes me unique: I have zero Asian heritage in my
family, but I have so many Asian friends that my mother believes that “she birthed me but the
Asians claimed me shortly after.” I enjoy the culture and everything that goes along with it! As
mentioned above, I enjoy Korean Dramas so much so that these very same friends come to me for
recommendations on the best dramas. I have even tried to learn some of the language, as most of
my friends are bilingual and have taught me a few things.
I chose UMC because: It has been home to me over the past four years and has given me a
medical education far greater than what I ever expected. I have loved every minute of my time
here and I wanted to foster that relationship further. UMC has spent so much time and effort on
me that I wanted to give back!

Jarrett Morgan, MD
Med-Peds PGY-2
Hometown: Madison, MS
Undergraduate: Belhaven University
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests and Future Plans: I haven’t really decided
yet, but I’m interested in Academics.
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my family and
friends, listening to music, surfing the web, and going to the
movies.
What makes me unique: I was actually homeschooled from
kindergarten all the way to the 12th grade. I’d like to think I
didn’t turn out too weird.
I chose UMC because: I believe that UMC is where I can
receive the best training possible thanks to the patient population that we see as well as the great
faculty, staff, and residents that I’ve gotten to know over the last four years

Terry Bang, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Ocean Springs, MS
Undergraduate: The University of Southern Mississippi
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests: Neonatology
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with family and
friends, Movies, Games. Anything with coffee.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Reservoir. Great place to center
yourself, relax, and it reminds me of home on the coast. It’s a
great place to drink Coffee.
I chose UMC because: I chose UMC because when I rotated
through as a student I really felt like my education was a
priority. I knew there was plenty of pathology to learn from and the training I would get with really prepare
me for my future. It turns out I was right on all accounts. And…there is a Cups in here, which is great coffee.

Aimee Caillet, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Baton Rouge, LA
Undergraduate: Louisiana State University
Medical School: LSU School of Medicine Shreveport
Career Interests: Ped GI
In my free time I enjoy: I love to read. I also like to
bake, do arts and crafts, and go shopping.
What makes me unique: I have been to 49 of the 50 U.S.
states. I also know how to play the flute.
Favorite spot in Jackson: I like the Reservoir area. Also,
I enjoy the Pearl Outlet Mall and the Renaissance!
I chose UMC because: I knew I would see a large variety
of pathology and get excellent training since UMC has the
only children’s hospital in the state. Also, the residents are really close and super friendly, and the
faculty is very supportive!

Jahnavi Chatterjee, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Meridian, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi University for Women, Columbus,
MS
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests: Heme/Onc, ID.
In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with family and
friends, driving, listening to music
What makes me unique: I grew up in India and that makes
me a unique blend of two cultures.
Favorite spot in Jackson: The Reservoir.
I chose UMC because: I love the supportive environment
and the people I work with.

Josh Kennedy, DO
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Blairsville, GA
Undergraduate: North Georgia College & State University
Medical School: William Carey University College of
Osteopathic Medicine
Career Interests: Gen Peds
In my free time I enjoy: Watching sports events, movies,
hiking, hammocking
What makes me unique: I’d rather wash my hands in cold
water than warm
Favorite spot in Jackson: The Reservoir
I chose UMC because: The people in the program (at every level) attracted me most to the
program. I was also attracted to the high volume of patients with a broad spectrum of pathology.
The attending physicians and program leadership are wonderful as well. I knew I wanted to stay in
the Southeast US, and once rotating through UMMC as an M4 and interviewing here, I was sold on
the program.

Nicole Carden, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Here, there and everywhere; but
I’ve lived the longest in Batesville, MS.
Undergraduate: Delta State University –
Home of the Fighting Okras; odd mascot, I
know.
Medical School: University of Mississippi
School of Medicine
Career Interests: Currently undecided. I
always thought that I would specialize, but I am now finding that I like General Pediatrics and
Primary Care as well; so, stay tuned I guess.
In my free time I enjoy: Reading, Painting (not great at it, but it’s soothing), Movies (especially
going to the theater; everything is better on the big screen), Games (board games, trivia, etc…), and
pretty much anything that involves my friends or family.
What makes me unique: I lived overseas for 2.5 years when I was younger – Manila, Philippines to
be exact. I’ve fallen off a boat in the middle of the ocean, and was almost left behind (word to the
wise, this is not fun). Also, Baboons hate me – not sure why.
I chose UMC because: A) The people here are fabulous. They are kind, helpful and genuinely wish
you to succeed in life. B) The pathology is second to none. I have seen, both as a student and a
resident, diseases that are considered exceedingly rare elsewhere…several times. I believe this,
plus the great learning environment, will prepare me to deal with a large variety of pathology once I
am finished.

Sara Dawson, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Chanute, Kansas
Undergraduate: University of Kansas
Medical School: Ross University
Career Interests: Pulmonology and Critical Care
In my free time I enjoy: Watching Jayhawk basketball,
attending concerts, doing yoga and cooking.
What makes me unique: Growing up my family would sometimes
breed our dogs, so I make an excellent doggie midwife.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Brent’s because of their grilled cheese
and chai milkshake.
I chose UMC because: Everyone was really friendly and now that
I am here, everyone is as nice as they seemed when I interviewed.

Sara Emily Clark, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Birmingham, Alabama
Undergraduate: Vanderbilt University
Medical School: University of South Alabama
Career Interests: Probably Gen Peds. Maybe Hospitalist? I
like most everything at this point.
In my free time I enjoy: Watching football – ROLL TIDE!
And on Sundays I cheer for my Fantasy Football teams. I also
DVR a LOT of TV shows -- mainly crime dramas and anything
on USA. Oh, and I also like to spend time with my husband,
Paul, and our rescue dog, Mustang Sally. We love going to the
beach and the lake!
Unique Fact about me: When I was 16 I spent a week at water-ski camp and now I know how to
barefoot water ski! (don’t ask me to do it though…).
If I wasn’t a Pediatrician: I think I’d be an interior designer. I can spend a LOT of time on
Pinterest.
Favorite spots in Jackson: Paul and I love to go out to eat so we try to go to all the new
restaurants in Jackson – we’re partial to Saltine in Fondren to have raw oysters! We also love
Babalu’s for margaritas on the patio! And you can’t go wrong with Walker’s Drive In – definitely a
spot to have your parents/in-laws take you.
I chose UMC because: My husband and I couples matched (he’s the neurosurgery intern) and we
both left our interviews here loving the vibe of the people. It’s fun to truly like the people you work
with every day!

Mary Perez, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Batesville, MS
Undergraduate: Delta State University
Medical school: UMMC
Career interests: General Pediatrics
In my free time I enjoy: hanging out with my husband and
our little ones.
Favorite spot in Jackson: children's museum
I chose umc because: the residents and attendings are so
down-to-earth and honestly care about their patients.

Jannika Dodge-Khatami, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Goettingen, Germany
Undergraduate: University of Hamburg,
Medical Center, Germany
Medical School: University of Hamburg,
Medical Center, Germany
Career Interests: General Pediatrics,
Cardiology and Critical Care
In my free time I enjoy: working out,
spinning, cooking, traveling, scuba diving and
painting.
What makes me unique: I love inviting friends
to our house, cooking, having a good time with dinner and good wine.
Favorite spot in Jackson: I like the Fondren area. Restaurants: Saltine, Babalu’s and Walkers.
When my cravings for Sushi start, I love Edo.
I chose UMC because: The fact that UMC has the only Children’s Hospital in the state allows me
to see a diversity of disease and pathology and to gain a great experience. The residents and
faculty have a very friendly, welcoming and family-like relationship, and seem really involved in the
residency program and teaching. Due to my interest in cardiology, I am very excited about the new
pediatric cardiology fellowship and seeing the program growing.

Crystal Wright, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Natchez, MS
Undergraduate: William Carey University
(Hattiesburg, MS)
Medical School: University of Mississippi
Medical Center
Career Interests: General Pediatrics,
Adolescent Medicine
In my free time I enjoy: Movies, spending time with loved ones, celebrity gossip websites,
planning trips, writing about my random thoughts, game night
What makes me unique: My quirky personality! Laughter has always been good for my soul, so I like
to share that feeling with others.
Favorite spot in Jackson: United Artist Movie Theater in Flowood because of $6 movie day on
Sundays and Tuesdays! It satisfies my love for movies and my frugality.
I chose UMC because: As a student, I experienced firsthand the excellent mentorship and
training of our pediatric program. Interviewing at other institutions made me realize even more how
outstanding our pediatric program is and how well our residents are trained. I desire the best
training to make me a great pediatrician and I know I will get that at UMC!

Drew Hayslett, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Grew up in Dallas, TX, but moved to
Mississippi in 2001; I now claim Jackson as my
hometown.
Undergraduate: Trinity University
Medical School: University of Mississippi
Career Interests: Peds Palliative Care
In my free time I enjoy: Cooking & eating. Working
in my yard. Spending time with my wife & 3-year-old
son, working in the garden; cooking; home
improvement projects.
What makes me unique: I didn’t learn to blow my nose until I
was 25 years old. I came up with the recipe for an awardwinning barbeque sauce. Before med school, I was a teacher
for 5 years and a bartender for 4 years.
Favorite things about Jackson: neighborhood events, local restaurants, the state fair, low cost of

living, the Ag Museum, St. Paddy’s Day parade, friendly people

I chose UMC because: Welcoming & generally positive group of residents, attendings, & support staff.
the perfect size: not too big, but plenty of residents to share the work. Free snacks. Covered parking.

Erin Livingston, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Starkville, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests: General pediatrics

In my free time I enjoy: Strolling with my family, knitting,
watching Disney movies, and reading books to my daughter
Favorite book: Pride and Prejudice
Favorite children’s books: The Pout-Pout Fish and

Green Eggs and Ham

Why I chose UMMC Pediatrics: There is no other place with
the pathology, exposure, and comraderie!

It’s

Sara Dhillon, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Beverly Hills, California
Undergraduate: Manipal University
Medical School: American University of Antigua
Career Interests: Pediatric Emergency Medicine
In my free time I enjoy: I love running because
I think it’s a great stress reliever. Spending time
with my precious
dogs, Maggie & Leo, and especially taking them for long walks to parks and (their favorite)
to the beach!! I really love visiting new places and meeting new people. I’m also quite
crafty and try to find fun decorative ideas for my home from Pinterest. And above all,
sleep...if I get the chance during residency!
What makes me unique: My boyfriend and I have visited 38 states so far and plan to
visit all 50 states before we’re 40. I’m also fluent in American Sign Language. I can also
solve a rubik’s cube in less than 5 minutes!
Favorite spot in Jackson: Table 100, Babalu, Primos Café on Lake Harbour (best fried
chicken burger ever!)
I chose UMC because: I felt so welcomed from the faculty and residents during my
interview and second look. I also liked the fact that Batson Children’s is the largest
pediatric hospital in the state of Mississippi so there are wide variety of cases ranging
from bread-n-butter to the atypical zebras!

Darren Scoggin, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Ellisville, MS
Undergraduate: Jones County Junior College and The
University of Southern Mississippi
Medical School: UMMC
Career Interests: Gen Peds.

In my free time I enjoy: Spending time with my amazing
wife and two beautiful daughters. I also enjoy reading,
playing the piano, and being involved in our church.
Favorite spot in Jackson: My Eno hammock in my
backyard!
I chose UMC because: I went to med school here and got to know the faculty and residents well. I
felt that everyone was welcoming and supportive along the way.

Kadie Frost, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Ruston, LA
Undergraduate: Louisiana Tech University
Medical School: LSU Medical School- Shreveport, LA
Career Interests: General Pediatrics

In my free time I enjoy: playing with my kiddos, going
to dinner with the hubby, shopping (of course), watching
anything on Bravo TV, and water skiing
Favorite spot in Jackson: The Renaissance and Highland
Park Village, great shopping and restaurants :)
I chose UMC because: I felt very relaxed and “at home”
here. Everyone was so friendly, and I could tell that the
residents were close like family. I also love that we are a
medium sized program, but with all of the subspecialties and
pathology that you could ever want!

Mariel Milan, MD
Peds PGY-3

Hometown: Lexington, KY
Undergraduate: Emory University
Medical School: Ross University
Career Interests: Ambulatory General Pediatrics
In my free time I enjoy: eating and trying new food, watching TV
marathons or binge watching entire seasons of Netflix shows, taking
unexpected naps
What makes me unique: I can eat a surprising amount of food and always
have room for dessert.
I wish I knew how to: play the guitar and speak another language
Favorite spot in Jackson: Flowood - there’s lots of great restaurants and
shopping.

Adeyinka Okunade, MD

“Kevin”

Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Memphis, Tennessee
Undergraduate: University of Indiana, Bloomington
Med School: University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
College of Medicine
Career Interest: Adolescent Medicine
Hobbies: Cooking, dancing, soccer, fitness, singing, hiking,
biking…..
What makes me unique: My sandy brown or red hair
depending on how you look at it. Some people are very
amused by it, and I don’t know why. Also, living in the
moment and appreciating the simple things in life.
What I like to do in my free time: workout, surf the
web, cook, go out with friends, read…learning and
experiencing new things as they come
I chose UMC because it was the only place out of all my interviews that I said “felt refreshing and
new”, and it truly caught me by surprise. I enjoyed my interview day and my second visit. The
residents, faculty, and supporting staff were so welcoming and genuine. It just felt right from the
inside out. When it came to choosing a residency program, I went with my gut feeling, and I know
this is where God wanted me to be. Interestingly, this was the only residency program that I
almost didn't get an interview due to schedule conflict, but everything worked out as you can
see. I'm forever grateful for the opportunity to serve the children of Jackson, MS!

Megan DeShazo, MD
Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Birmingham, Alabama
Undergraduate: University of Montevallo
Med School: University of South Alabama
Career Interest: Critical Care
About me… My husband is Cameron and we have
quadruplets: Cameron Jr, Duncan, Mia, and
Ellie. We used to attend lots of Ole Miss football
games, but not so much since the babies came
along!

Jeffery “Brannan” Jones, MD
Med-Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Hattiesburg, MS
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University; Bachelors of
Science in Biological Sciences
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests: Primary Care Internal Medicine and
Pediatrics vs Med/Peds Hospitalist. I am hoping to
incorporate overseas mission work into my practice; whether
that is long term or short term, I don't yet know.
In my free time I enjoy: Hanging out with my amazing wife
and watching The Office, Parks and Rec, and Boy Meets World Playing tennis, ultimate frisbee, and
disc golf.
What makes me unique: I am a veterinary school dropout. I spent one year in vet school before
dropping out to pursue medical school. Between the two, I worked as a youth minister in Starkville,
MS.
Favorite spot in Jackson: I love being outside so probably anywhere around the Reservoir. Either
playing a sport or going on a picnic with my wife.
I chose UMC because: I greatly respect the physicians I worked with in medical school. When I
shadowed the hospitalists in the adult hospital. Two of the hospitalists in particular were
Med/Peds trained and instilled in me a great appreciation for medicine that I will never forget. It
also helps that our Med/Peds clinic at Grants Ferry is one of the best resident clinics in the
Southeast!

Richard Calderone, DO, MPH
Med-Peds PGY-3

Hometown: Slidell, LA
Undergraduate: Southeastern Louisiana University
Graduate School: William Carey University; University of
Southern Mississippi
Medical School: William Carey University-COM
Career Interests and Future Plans: Med-Peds Primary Care and
Academia.
In my free time I enjoy: Saints games w/ my wife and son.
Favorite spot in Jackson: UMMC. It feels like home.
I chose UMC because: Residents and faculty treated each other
like family. It also presented the rare opportunity to train at the
only tertiary care center for both adults and pediatric patients for
an entire state.

D. Carlisle Livingston, MD
Med-Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Amory, MS
Undergraduate: University of Mississippi
Medical School: UMMC
Career Interests: Primary care Med/Peds or some subspecialty with adult and pediatric overlap
In my free time I enjoy: hunting, golf, woodworking, and
playing with my lab puppy
What makes me unique: My dad owns a dry cleaners in my
hometown and I worked there through high school.
Favorite spot in Jackson: Restaurant - Café ole in Fondren it
has great latin food and is fairly unique to the area. Movie
Theater – Malco in Madison has a lot of screens and is nice.
Shopping – Bass Pro Shop in Pearl.
I chose UMC because: It has great medicine and pediatric programs and being the only academic
medical center in the state it allows you to see a tremendous amount of pathology.

Adrienne Webb, MD
Med-Peds PGY-3
Hometown: Madison, MS
Undergraduate: University of Mississippi
Medical School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interests: Probably Med/Peds Primary Care
In my free time I enjoy: Reading, kayaking, watching
British television shows, hanging out with my Bassett
Hound
Favorite spot in Jackson: Fondren
I chose UMC because: The residents and faculty are not
only incredible doctors, but incredible people. As a
student, I could tell that people truly cared about each other here. I knew that I would be trained
to become an excellent physician and encouraged every step of the way towards my goals by my
fellow residents, faculty, and staff.

Julia Thompson, MD
Med-Peds PGY-4
Hometown: Thornton, Mississippi
Undergraduate: Mississippi University for Women
Med School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Previous Career: I was a critical care nurse for four years
before medical school.
Career Interest: Primary Care Med-Peds vs. Pulmonary-Critical
Care Medicine (I know, totally opposite ends of the spectrum…)
I’ve always love Critical Care but during medical school I
discovered that I really enjoy Primary Care too!
What makes me unique: I am from the tiny community of
Thornton which is about an hour north of Jackson in the Delta. I
grew up on a catfish farm and actually worked in the catfish
hatchery most summers before I left for college. I can probably tell you anything you want to know
about catfish and I can drive a backhoe ☺
What I like to do in my free time: I bought a house in Madison right before I began medical
school. I love my house and I love a “project”. I consider myself pretty handy and always have some
sort of home repair/improvement project in progress. I also love to restore antique furniture
(nothing better than turning a $10 table into something really beautiful!).

Kelley Hill, MD
Med-Peds PGY-4
Hometown: Mooreville, Mississippi
Undergraduate: University of Mississippi
Med school: University of Mississippi
Career interests: Primary Care Med/Peds
Interesting fact about me: My junior year of high
school I broke the state record in slow pitch softball
for most homeruns hit in a season with 37
homeruns. I also played fast pitch at Northeast MS
Community College.
What I like to do in my free time: read, hangout
with my awesome husband, friends, and family, and
anything outside (especially if it involves a beach).
I chose UMC because I know firsthand from medical school that I will get a great education and
be prepared to treat any patient I meet after residency. The residents are nice and support each
other, which makes for a great learning environment and a fun four years!

Jonathan Smith, MD
Med-Peds PGY-4
Hometown: Albany, Georgia (But I’ve lived in six
different cities before Jackson)
Undergraduate: Georgia Southwestern State
University
Med School: Mercer University School of Medicine
Career Interests: Med/Peds Hospitalist
Something interesting about me… I like to play a
wide variety of sports, but soccer is my main one. I
played soccer from four years old all the way through
college as an NCAA athlete. I have also been a soccer referee for 14 years. I’m always ready for a
pickup game. My cleats stay in the trunk of my car just in case.
In my free time… If I’m not at the soccer field, I enjoy spending time with my wife. We like to go
to concerts ranging from symphonies to the Eagles, Jimmy Buffett, and Journey. You name it, and
we’ll probably be willing to go.
Favorite restaurants in Jackson are Amerigo’s and Keifer’s
I chose UMC because… It felt like a family atmosphere here. I clicked with the residents from
the beginning, and the city is very similar to what I was used to growing up. I didn’t want to go to a
program where I’d have to explain what sweet tea and fried chicken REALLY are.

Meghan Luter, MD
Med-Peds PGY-4
Hometown: I was born and raised in Senatobia Mississippi
Undergraduate: Mississippi State University
Med School: University of Mississippi Medical Center
Career Interest: My career plans have changed 1 billion
times but currently I am interested in heme/onc. I enjoy it
on both the adult and pediatric side but don’t know for sure
what I plan to when I finish residency.
Hobbies: I enjoy reading things other than medical books
and drinking lots of coffee!
In my free time…. I am usually hanging out with my husband,
Daniel. We have two dogs that have lots of energy and
require a lot of playing! We love the Natchez Trace and the
Reservoir so we spend a lot of free time there. If not
hanging out with the dogs, we are probably playing some sort of game with family or friends. Yes…
we are gamers.

Out and About with the Residents!

Smokey the Bear interrupts rounds to take a picture with the Wards team while bringing goodies
to the children.

We are excited to have you and look forward to meeting
you!!!

