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JACKSON, Miss. – Dr. William C. Little, a nationally recognized cardiologist with research interest in 
cardiac function, joined the University of Mississippi School of Medicine as professor and chair of the 
Department of Medicine.  
 
Little earned his B.A. in physics at Oberlin College in Ohio, and his M.D. from Ohio State University 
College of Medicine. He completed an internal medicine residency at the University of Virginia Hospital, 
followed by a cardiology fellowship at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. 
 
He is board certified in internal medicine, cardiovascular disease and interventional cardiology. 
 
Following faculty positions at UAB and the University of Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio, in 
1986 he moved to Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. There 
he served as the McMichael Professor and Chief of Cardiology, vice chair of the Department of Internal 
Medicine, and vice chair and head of the finance committee of Wake Forest University Physicians. In 
addition, he served as the director of the Heart Center, associate chief of professional service, and 
member of the North Carolina Baptist Hospital Board of Trustees. 
  
Little’s research has been National Institutes of Health funded since 1985 and has resulted in 250 peer-
reviewed publications. His contributions have been recognized by election to the American Society of 
Clinical Investigation and the Association of American Physicians, as well as the Lamport Award for 
Cardiovascular Research from the American Physiological Society, the Harrison Award of the Southern 
Society for Clinical Investigation, and the 2010 Laennec Master Clinician Award of the American Heart 
Association.  
 
Little is the chair of the Cardiovascular Disease Board and member of the Board of Directors of the 
American Board of Internal Medicine and serves on the steering committee of several international clinical 
trials.  
 
He succeeds Dr. Shirley Schlessinger, who served as interim chair of the department the past three years. 
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The University of Mississippi Medical Center, located in Jackson, is the state’s only academic medical 
center. UMMC encompasses five health science schools, including medicine, nursing, health related 
professions, dentistry and graduate studies, as well as the site where University of Mississippi pharmacy 
students do their clinical training. The Medical Center’s health-care enterprise includes five hospitals and 
University Physicians, the faculty group practice. The Medical Center’s threefold mission is to educate 
tomorrow’s health-care professionals, conduct innovative research to improve human health, and to 
provide the highest quality care available to the state’s population. A major goal of the Medical Center is 



the improvement of the health of Mississippians and the elimination of health disparities. For more 
information, contact the Division of Public Affairs at (601) 984-1100 or umc.edu/publicaffairs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


