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JACKSON, Miss. – Two faculty members and three medical students of the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center have been selected to participate in the first year of the GE-
National Medical Fellowships’ Primary Care Leadership Program (PCLP). The program’s 
goal is to provide future health-care professionals the opportunity to experience primary 
care practice in community health centers across the country with the hope of drawing 
them into primary care. 
 
The four pilot sites for the program are Los Angeles, Phoenix, Nashville and Jackson, and 
38 fellows from medical, nursing and physician assistant programs from across the 
country have been assigned to community health centers in these cities because of the 
shortage of primary care in these areas. The program is funded through a $2.3 million 
grant from the GE Foundation. 
 
Dr. Thais Tonore, associate professor of family medicine, said programs like this help to 
encourage medical students who want to return to their communities as family doctors. 
Often by the time students reach their third-year of medical school, they are swayed by 
mounting student debt and advice to specialize in a particular field of medicine. 
 
“The people who work in these clinics have an interest in primary care. They will get to 
experience it early, which will help to maintain their interests,” she said. 
 
Tonore and Dr. David Norris, assistant professor of family medicine, will mentor six 
medical students as they complete 200 service learning hours combined with leadership 
development. The six students are Kristie Alvarez, Hal Flowers, and Carolita Heritage 
from UMMC, Tiffany Jackson from Mercer University School of Medicine-Macon, Ga., 
Caroline Price of the University of Alabama at Birmingham, and Jaleen Sims of Southern 
Illinois University School of Medicine-Carbondale. They will gain hands-on experience at 
the Jackson-Hinds Comprehensive Health Center and the Robert Smith Community 
Health Center. 
 
“With an alarming shortage of primary care professionals anticipated in the years to 
come, PCLP enlists talented and motivated students to be part of the solution. We hope 
to ignite these students’ passion for a future career in medically underserved 
communities,” said Bob Corcoran, vice president, GE Corporate Citizenship and president 
and chair, GE Foundation. 
 
PHOTO CUTLINE: UMMC faculty will mentor six students participating in the GE-NMF 
Primary Care Leadership Program. The students are, seated from left, Carolita Heritage 
from UMMC, Hal Flowers from UMMC, Caroline Price from the University of Alabama-
Birmingham, Jaleen Sims from Southern Illinois University School of Medicine, and 
standing from left, Kristie Alvarez from UMMC and Tiffany Jackson from Mercer University 
School of Medicine. 
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The University of Mississippi Medical Center, located in Jackson, is the state’s only 
academic medical center. University of Mississippi Health Care represents the clinical 
programs of the Medical Center and includes University Hospitals and Health System and 
University Physicians, the faculty group practice. UMMC encompasses five health science 
schools, including medicine, nursing, health related professions, dentistry and graduate 
studies, as well as the site where University of Mississippi pharmacy students do their 
clinical training. The Medical Center’s threefold mission is to educate tomorrow’s health-
care professionals, conduct innovative research to improve human health, and to provide 
the highest quality care available to the state’s citizens. A major goal of the Medical 
Center is the improvement of the health of Mississippians and the elimination of health 
disparities.  For more information, contact the Division of Public Affairs at 601-984-1100 
or visit us on the Web at http://publicaffairs.umc.edu/ 
 


