
 
Letters of Intent for the next funding cycle are
due 06/01/2021. Full applications will be due
07/16/2021. Investigators, whose letter of
intent are accepted, will be asked to meet with
representatives from our Research Services
Center and Biostatistics, Epidemiology, and
Research Design Cores. 

For more information regarding eligibility,
application requirements, and administrative
requirements, visit our PPP webpage.
https://www.umc.edu/Research/Centers-and-
Institutes/External-Designation-
Centers/Mississippi-Center-for-Clinical-and-
Translational-Research/Funding-
Opportunities/Pilot-Projects-
Program/Overview.html

The Mississippi Center for Clinical and
Translational Research (MCCTR) is pleased to
announce the ninth funding cycle of our Pilot
Projects Program (PPP). The MCCTR is an
NIH-sponsored partnership of the University
of Mississippi Medical Center (UMMC),
Tougaloo College, and the University of
Southern Mississippi (USM). 

Eligible applicants include faculty members of
any Mississippi Institution who are not
current or previous Principal Investigators of
a P01- or R01-type NIH grant or equivalent
National Science Foundation Grant. In
addition, applicants may not have concurrent
pilot funds from an IDeA-state related
program (CTR, COBRE, INBRE). 
 

 ~Joey Granger, PhD, Director
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A Message from the Director

Joey Granger, PhD

Our team at The Mississippi Center for Clinical and Translational Research (MCCTR) has been
very busy addressing Mississippi's clinical and translational research (CTR) needs through our
partner and collaborative institutions and by supporting multi-disciplinary CTR and community-
engaged research projects. MCCTR is pleased to announce the ninth funding cycle of the Pilot
Project Program.  Letters of Intent are due June 1, 2021. Congratulations to the MCCTR
Mentoring Academy graduates: Drs. Erin Taylor, Christina Jordan, and John Clemmer. These
early-stage investigators have successfully completed a series of interactive sessions with senior
research faculty members with mentoring experience. The MCCTR recently co-sponsored an
important National COVID Cohort Collaborative (N3C) event. N3C is the largest, most secure
clinical data resource for COVID-19 research in the US. We will also co-sponsor the MS INBRE
led Health Disparities conference on August 4th in Biloxi. Our MCCTR sponsored Community-
Engaged Research (CEnR) Summer Institute will be held at the University of Southern Mississippi
(USM), June 13–18, 2021. I also want to remind everyone that the IDeA Program-wide Town Hall
Meeting will be held on May 26, 2021, from 1-3 pm CST. Dr. Ming Lei is the Director of the
Division for Research Capacity Building at NIGMS. If interested in attending, please complete the
registration form here.  Our newsletter also highlights how USM and Tougaloo College have
teamed up to study many important diseases that impact Mississippians. We also feature how
MCCTR resources have impacted Mississippi researchers such as Dr. Anna Porter, Assistant
Professor of Epidemiology and Public Health in the Department of Health Sciences at USM. We
also spotlight several key members of our MCCTR team: Dr. Wendy White, an active member of
the MCCTR since 2020 serving as the co-director of the CEnR, a member of the Steering
Committee, and site Principal Investigator at Tougaloo College and Dr. Bill Hillegass who serves
as an informatics coordinator and faculty biostatistician for the MCCTR Biostatics, Epidemiology,
Research, and Design (BERD) Core and as an Associate Professor in the Department of Data
Science and Research Data Warehouse sub-core leader. Finally, I want to congratulate all of our
junior investigators listed below who have received funding from our MCCTR programs. 

MCCTR Pilot Projects Program Call for Letters of Intent

https://naipi.org/2021/05/11/nigms-idea-wide-town-hall-meeting/


Congratulations are in order for the graduates of the
MCCTR Mentoring Academy.  These young investigators
have successfully completed a series of eight interactive
sessions with several UMMC senior faculty members with
mentoring experience. The Mentoring Academy is
designed to develop both the mentoring skills and grant
writing skills of MCCTR funded investigators, young
investigators, and faculty members who wish to serve as
mentors for MCCTR investigators. Eligible applicants
include faculty members and young investigators from
MCCTR’s partnering universities. 

Dr. Erin Taylor is an Instructor in the Department of
Physiology and Biophysics at UMMC. Dr. Taylor has had
the opportunity to mentor and instruct students of all
capacities allowing her to see firsthand the importance of
mentoring in the development of students. As Dr. Taylor
is transitioning into a faculty member with an
independent lab and supervising her graduate students
and postdoctoral fellows, the Mentoring Academy was an
ideal opportunity to improve her mentoring skills. 

Dr. Christina Jordan is the Director of Operations and Co-
Principal Investigator of the UMMC Biobank.  Earlier in
her career, Dr. Jordan has had the opportunity to teach
Biology and Chemistry to high school students in the
Jackson Public School District.  During her time as an
educator, Dr. Jordan achieved the highest percentage of
students passing the Biology I State Exam, with a 20%
increase in scores in comparison to the previous year.
With such an aptitude for teaching, the Mentoring
Academy was a great opportunity for a candidate such as
Dr. Jordan as she is breaking the surface of her early
stage career. 

Dr. John Clemmer is an Instructor in the Department of
Physiology and Biophysics. at UMMC. While in the early
stages of his career, Dr. Clemmer is focusing on his
career development by improving his written and oral
communication skills by way of presenting his work at
departmental seminars, our institutions Cardiovascular-
Renal Research Center (CRRC) Work-In-Progress
meetings, and at national meetings.  Dr. Clemmer is also
an active participant in career and professional
development activities offered by UMMC, the AHA, and
the APS. For career-driven individuals like Dr. Clemmer, 
 the Mentoring Academy an ideal opportunity to place a
significant impact on the professional development of
young investigators.

The deadline for the next round of applicants will be in
October 2021. Applications can be found at the following
link:

https://www.umc.edu/Research/Centers-and-
Institutes/External-Designation-Centers/Mississippi-
Center-for-Clinical-and-Translational-
Research/Resources/Mentoring%20Academy/Mentoring-
Academy-Home.html
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MCCTR Mentoring Academy Spring 2021 Graduates
 

MCCTR CO-Sponsored N3C Event

John Clemmer, PhD         Erin Taylor, PhD  Christina Jordan, PhD

Kenneth Gersing, MD
Director of Informatics

Division of Clinical Innovation
NCATS

NIH

Studying COVID-19 Using Real-World Data: Lessons Learned and Steps Forward 
After One Year of the National COVID Cohort Collaborative (N3C)

Since 2020, Dr. Gersing has co-led the National COVID Cohort Collaborative (N3C). N3C is a
partnership among the NCATS-supported Clinical and Translational Science Awards (CTSA) Program
hubs, the National Center for Data to Health (CD2H), and the NIGMS-supported Institutional
Development Award Networks for Clinical and Translational Research (IDeA-CTR), with overall
stewardship by NCATS. N3C is the largest, most secure clinical data resource for COVID-19 research in
the US.

As discussed at the May 13th meeting:
- N3C is the largest collection of electronic health record (EHR) data on COVID-19 patients in the world
- Lessons learned after one year of studying COVID-19 using real-world data
- Future direction and opportunities
- Team Science and working across borders to study COVID-19

https://www.umc.edu/Research/Centers-and-Institutes/External-Designation-Centers/Mississippi-Center-for-Clinical-and-Translational-Research/Resources/Mentoring%20Academy/Mentoring-Academy-Home.html
https://covid.cd2h.org/
https://cd2h.org/
https://www.ctrnet.org/


The Mississippi Center for Clinical and Translational
Research is an ambitious enterprise designed to promote
the success of research focusing on all major diseases
that impact Mississippians at three CCTR partner
institutions - the University of Mississippi Medical Center,
Tougaloo College, and the University of Southern
Mississippi. Our mission is to develop a powerful and
sustainable research enterprise that will have an
important public health impact by reducing obesity and
its complications as well as health disparities in
Mississippi.

The University of Southern Mississippi (USM) and
Tougaloo College, both of which have been MCCTR
partner institutions since the grant was funded in 2015,
have teamed up to study and better understand the
issues faced by young adults in Mississippi during the
COVID-19 pandemic.  These institutions are in search of
Mississippians between the ages of 18 and 29-years old
to participate in a new study.  

Young Adults Against COVID-19 (YAACOV) is a research
study that will ask participants to fill out an online survey
and participate in a virtual focus group to share their
knowledge around COVID-19. 

The panel will address how they have dealt with the
stressors and problems posed by the pandemic, as well
as the information sources they used to learn about
vaccines and other preventative measures. The
Mississippi Collaborative Engagement Alliance (MS CEAL),
which was awarded to the University of Mississippi
Medical Center and sponsored by the National Institutes
of Health, is supporting five initiatives, including the 
 YAACOV report. According to data released by the
Mississippi Department of Health, young adults aged 18
to 39 made up about 36% of COVID-19 incidents. Among
this group, African American young adults are at greater
risk of contracting and suffering from the COVID-19.

“The data provided by the Mississippi Department of
Health identifies young adults as continuing to be a
population of high risks for carrying and transmitting the
coronavirus, and that is a major reason why this study is
specifically designed to identify the concerns, challenges,
and information needs of that population,” said Dr.
Wendy White, Co-director of the MCCTR Community
Engaged Research Core, YAACOV Principal Investigator
and Principal Investigator of the Jackson Heart Study
Undergraduate Program at Tougaloo College.
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MCCTR Partner Institutions Team Up to Fight COVID

MCCTR Resources Assisting Southern Miss Faculty
Dr. Anna Porter is an Assistant Professor of Epidemiology
and Public Health in the Department of Health Sciences
at the University of Southern Mississippi.  Dr. Porter's
research interests are related to physical activity and the
built environment. 

Dr. Porter first connected with the MCCTR through her
involvement as a participant in the 2019 MCCTR
Community-Engaged Research Summer Institute. Dr.
Porter also received support from the MCCTR while
working on an R01 proposal earlier this year. The MCCTR
provided the resources for external reviews before the
application was submitted to the National Institutes of
Health. Dr. Porter expects to receive feedback early this
summer. 

"MCCTR has been a great resource for me as an assistant
professor in Mississippi who is fairly early in my career,
and I believe that faculty interested in health-related
research, regardless of career stage, would benefit from
the MCCTR services. Based on my own experience, I can
say that the training that MCCTR provides not only helps 

develop independent researchers but also facilitates
introductions and potential collaborations with others
within the state who are working on health-related
research. The pilot fund program provides an excellent
opportunity for individuals within the partner institutions
to develop and implement new research ideas. Because
it is focused on Mississippi institutions, investigators are
not competing with others across the United States as
would be the case with an NIH funded R21, for example.
Finally, the assistance that MCCTR provides in the realm
of proposal development assures that our work will be
competitive on a national scale." - Dr. Anna Porter

Anna Porter, MPH, PhD



Dr. Wendy White has been an active member of the
MCCTR since 2020 serving as the co-director of the
Community Engaged Research Core (CEnR) alongside Dr.
Caroline Compretta (UMMC) and Dr. Holly Huye (USM), a
member of the Steering Committee, and site Principal
Investigator at Tougaloo College. UMMC and Tougaloo
have a long history of collaboration and
underrepresented minority engagement in research and
educational programs. Tougaloo faculty members are
engaged in MCCTR committees and in PPP and CTRS
programs, and Tougaloo hosts the MCCTR Community
Engaged Summer Institute in alternating years. The
Undergraduate Training and Education Center at
Tougaloo College is led by one of the Co-PIs of the CEnR
core, Wendy White, PhD.

In addition to her work with our center, Dr. White has
worked with the Jackson Heart Study (JHS) for the last 19
years. Her involvement with the JHS started when she
was hired as the study's first graduate research assistant. 
Later, she would go on to be hired as the
Coordinator/Instructor for Tougaloo College's
Undergraduate Training and Education Center (UTEC),
where she currently serves as the Center's Principal
Investigator and Director.

UTEC is dedicated to creating a pool of well-trained high
school students who have the potential to successfully 

complete undergraduate, graduate, and professional
degrees in health professions, biomedical research, and
public health. UTEC also sponsors and implements
courses that prepare undergraduate students to pursue
advanced studies in public health disciplines and provide
high school and undergraduate students with hands-on
experiences that create interest in biomedical research
and health-related professions. Dr. White has mentored
over 200 college students through the JHS Scholar
Program.  These students have started careers in public
health, biomedical research, health administration, and
health care, and five high school students that she has
mentored were recognized on a national level for their
knowledge of epidemiology.

The MCCTR is very grateful for the contributions that Dr.
White has presented to this Center, and we are looking
forward to the continued advancement of our CEnR
Core.  
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Member Spotlight

Wendy White, MPH, PhD

Dr. William "Bill" Hillegass serves as
an informatics coordinator and
faculty biostatistician for the MCCTR
Biostatics, Epidemiology, Research,
and Design (BERD) Core. Dr. Hillegass
is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Data Science and the
Research Data Warehouse sub-core
director at UMMC.  The BERD Core

 

Bill Hillegass, MD, PhD

investigators, Dr. Hillegass works closely with faculty
utilizing the Clinical Research and Trials Unit to enhance
study design and analytic rigor to expand research
activities by seeking additional funding, and to prepare
results for publication.  He consults regularly with
investigators conducting clinical studies and population
research and provides many training opportunities at
UMMC while administering biostatistical guidance on
MCCTR projects and direct mentoring to investigators. 

Dr. Hillegass has recently led UMMC’s effort to contribute
to the NUCaTS National COVID Cohort Collaborative
(N3C).

The BERD Core has served 44 academic/clinical/research
units throughout the UMMC campus.  BERD Core
services are not limited to MCCTR personnel.  Please
contact the MCCTR administrative staff with inquiries or
to set up a meeting for statistical support with the BERD
Core.

provides training and collaborative assistance to all
investigators supported through the MCCTR's programs
and services, and assistance in preliminary study design to
prospective applicants for MCCTR support. Investigators
receive both didactic and hands-on training and
assistance in research design, epidemiology, and
biostatistics, including implementation of data collection
tools and methods, data management and monitoring,
and data analysis for manuscripts and grants. As a faculty
biostatistician, in addition to providing general
consultation on study design and data analysis to MCCTR 
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Meet the Investigators

Pilot Projects Program (PPP)

Investigator Development Program (IDP)



Vishnu GArla, MD, PPP awardee, received a grant from the Mayo Clinic Division Of Geriatrics
for his proposal entitled, "Relationship of markers of cellular senescence to skeletal
parameters in type 2 diabetes mellitus in African American women". Dr. Garla is also being
promoted to Associate Professor of Internal Medicine, effective July 2021.

Kurtis Showmaker, PhD, MS, PPP awardee, was awarded Federal PHS funding for a
proposal entitled, "Molecular Center of Health and Disease (MCHD)-COBRE (Phase I)" and
received the Extreme Science and Engineering Discovery Environment (XSEDE) Campus
Champion Fellow Award. XSEDE is supported by the National Science Foundation.

Caroline Compretta, PhD, co-director of the MCCTR Community Engaged Research Core
and a former awardee in MCCTR's Pilot Projects Program, received the Rising Star Award
(Early-Career Faculty) at the UMMC 2021 GWIMS Award Program and received Honorable
Mention for the ODI Beacon Award. Dr. Compretta was also promoted to Associate Professor
of Preventive Medicine.

Crystal Lim, PhD, PPP awardee, received the Rising Star Award (Mid-Career Faculty) at the
UMMC 2021 GWIMS Award Program.

Susan Mayfield-Johnson, PhD, MPH, MCHES, IDP awardee, and her team of editors recently
had a book published. Promoting the Health of the Community, Community Health Workers
Describing Their Roles, Competencies, and Practice 1st ed. 2021, XXVII, 430 p. 31 illus., 29 illus in
color

  

K
ud
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!

Number: RFA-OD-21-008
Title: Emergency Awards: Community-engaged COVID-19 Testing Interventions among Underserved and Vulnerable
Populations – RADx-UP Phase II (U01 Clinical Trial Optional)
Purpose: This funding opportunity announcement (FOA) uses an emergency U01 mechanism to support Phase II of the
Rapid Acceleration of Diagnostics – Underserved Populations (RADxSM-UP) initiative. These two-year Testing Research
Projects will (1) expand the scope and reach of RADxSM-UP testing interventions to reduce COVID-19 disparities among
underserved and vulnerable populations and (2) address scientific questions on interventions to increase access and
uptake of COVID-19 testing given the increasing availability of SARS-CoV-2 vaccines. The funding for this initiative is
provided from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.
Deadline: July 7, 2021
More Information: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-OD-21-008.html

Number:  RFA-DK-20-034
Title: Program to Advance the Career Development of Scientists from Diverse Backgrounds Conducting Nutrition, Obesity,
Diabetes, and Related Research (U24 Clinical Trial Optional)
Purpose: The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement is to enhance the diversity of the research workforce
who are available to successfully compete for independent research funding from NIH in the areas of nutrition, obesity,
diabetes, and related conditions. This program will establish a consortium providing professional development,
mentoring, networking, pilot and feasibility funds, and other opportunities designed to advance the career development
of post-doctoral scholars and early career faculty from diverse backgrounds, including those from groups nationally
underrepresented in biomedical and behavioral research, who intend to pursue a research career focused on nutrition,
obesity, diabetes, and/or related conditions. The program will be administered through research institutions with
substantial existing NIH funding within the research mission of NIDDK.  
Deadline: July 14, 2021 
More Information: https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-DK-20-034.html
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Upcoming Funding Opportunities 



 
 

 
MISSISSIPPI CENTER FOR CLINICAL AND TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH 

BIOSTATISTICS, EPIDEMIOLOGY, AND RESEARCH DESIGN (BERD) CORE 
Seth Lirette, PhD, Director 

 
     Services Offered to Clinical and Translational Researchers: 

 
 

• Assistance in developing study design and power analysis for 
research proposals 

• Assistance in statistical analysis for proposals  

• Assistance in study execution, including instrument, protocol and 
data coordination 

• Assistance with analytics and reporting of research results 

• Assistance in accessing existing data resources, including UMMC’s 
Research Data Warehouse, the National COVID Cohort Collaborative, 
and de-identified electronic health records  

• Assistance with manuscript development 

• Assistance with multi-institutional collaborations  

• Formal and informal training in biostatistical methods, study design, 
manuscript interpretation, and statistical reasoning  

 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT BETSY DAVIS 
Director, Research Operations 

Mississippi Center for Clinical and Translational Research 
  

  601-815-1436                                                                                          sedavis@umc.edu 



 
 

 
MISSISSIPPI CENTER FOR CLINICAL AND TRANSLATIONAL RESEARCH 

RESEARCH SERVICES CORE 
Alan Jones, MD, Director 

 
     Services Offered to Clinical and Translational Researchers: 

 
 
 

• Assistance in developing study protocol and informed consent 
processes 

• Assistance in developing processes for recruitment and retention 

• Assistance in planning for specimen collection and processing 

• Assistance with clinical services such as budgeting, participant 
reimbursement, and invoicing 

• Provision of regulatory support, including bioethics consults, 
training in responsible conduct of research, Institutional Review 
Board procedures, and access to Data Safety and Monitoring Board 
procedures 

• Access to Research Navigator and Clinical Research Coordinators 
and Cohort Study Navigators  

• Support for Telehealth, Cohort Study, and Community-Based 
Research  

 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT BETSY DAVIS 
Director, Research Operations 

Mississippi Center for Clinical and Translational Research  
 

  601-815-1436                                                                                          sedavis@umc.edu 



MCCTR Support of Transcriptomics in
Jackson Heart Study Participants

 The MCCTR is supporting RNA extraction from cryopreserved peripheral blood mononuclear cells of 1,055 Jackson
Heart Study (JHS) participants, using baseline samples (2000-2004). The extracted RNA will be sequenced with funding

from R01 HL129132 (PI Alex Reiner), and gene-specific transcripts will be quantified.

Value of the data to be produced: DNA variants that are associated with the transcription levels of specific genes (expression
quantitative trait loci or eQTLs) can directly affect the quantitative expression of the encoded proteins. Massively parallel sequencing
of messenger RNA from the available JHS samples will enable the detection of genetic variants that regulate the transcription of
potentially any gene that is expressed in mononuclear cells. Individuals of African ancestry harbor a rich pool of genetic variation,
including many genetic variants that are absent from other populations. Although eQTL datasets for European ancestry populations
have been available for several years, the current effort, supported by the MCCTR, will produce the largest eQTL dataset to date for an
African ancestry population. 

Benefit to JHS, UMMC, and MCCTR investigators: (1) JHS investigators can be expected to be primary authors or coauthors of a large
number of papers based on these data. (2) The availability of this eQTL dataset will enable future applications for funding based on
JHS data or potentially involving African Americans from the UMMC clinical population. For example, one could propose genotyping
studies of African American patients who have undergone specific imaging studies, to identify imputed transcripts that associate with
clinically important structural findings. Other possibilities include TWAS of mothers who have had pre-eclampsia vs. those who have
not, or TWAS to identify transcripts that predict degree of success of bariatric surgery or response to exercise. Importantly, through
established mechanisms, any UMMC or JHS investigator can potentially access and use these JHS transcriptomic data by developing a
JHS-approved ancillary study or manuscript proposal (see https://www.jacksonheartstudy.org/ for instructions on submitting a
proposal).

Assistance for prospective UMMC and MCCTR investigators: Technical approaches for TWAS and other RNA expression-based analyses
are well-developed but require expertise in statistical genetics as well as programming skills. UMMC investigators with such skills
include Jeanette Simino, Yan Gao, Hao Mei, and Solomon Musani. Investigators who are associated with Dr. Reiner’s R01 could also
help with protocol development and analysis, including Dr. James Wilson (Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center), Dr. Alex Reiner
(University of Washington, Seattle), Dr. Leslie Lange (University of Colorado, Denver), and Dr. Laura Raffield (University of North
Carolina).

Transcriptome-wide association studies (TWAS) use eQTL data to predict the transcription levels of the related genes in individuals
with only genotype data available. The predicted transcription levels can then be tested for their association with important biologic
traits and outcomes such as cholesterol levels, type 2 diabetes, or coronary artery disease. TWAS approaches have a lower burden of
multiple testing correction compared to single variant GWAS, and they improve mechanistic interpretation by linking imputed mRNA
transcript levels, instead of single variants, to trait variation. eQTLs from circulating leukocytes often generalize to other tissues, and in
other cases their association with disease may be mediated through leukocyte biology (e.g. through effects on the vascular
endothelium). TWAS has successfully identified genes missed by single variant analysis for cancer, schizophrenia, cardiovascular
disease, and other conditions [1-4].   Along with TWAS, there are many other well-developed methods to utilize a novel eQTL dataset in
African Americans (gene set enrichment analyses, colocalization, etc.). The availability of this powerful eQTL dataset will enable
discovery of novel disease mechanisms across a wide variety of conditions in the JHS and other large cohorts of African Americans who
have undergone genotyping or whole genome sequencing, including clinical cohorts developed using electronic medical records.
 

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT  MICHAEL HALL
Director, Clinical and Population Studies

Mississippi Center for Clinical and Translational Research
mehall@umc.edu (601)984-5678

https://www.jacksonheartstudy.org/
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2021 Community-Engagement and Outreach Summer Institute 
 
 

Purpose  To train junior investigators/faculty from Mississippi’s institutions of higher learning in 
community-engaged research (CEnR) related to racial and ethnic health disparities that 
impact the lives of Mississippians, including obesity- and cardiometabolic-related 
diseases.  

Dates  Sunday, June 13 through Friday, June 18, 2021 
Location  The University of Southern Mississippi, Trent Lott Center, 

118 College Drive, Hattiesburg, MS 39406 

Format  The institute will include presentations on aspects of planning and conducting 
community-engaged research related to major diseases that impact Mississippians, along 
with individual and group activities focused on developing a proposal for a  
community-engaged research project  

Participants  The institute will have a maximum of 10 participants, allowing for a workshop/seminar 
type format, with presenter-participant discussion and interactive learning  

Participant support  
 
 

For non-local participants: Lodging and reimbursement for travel from your home/home 
campus in Mississippi will be provided. Meals will be provided via per diem allowance for 
those meals not provided by the institute.  

Research support  Institute participants will be eligible to submit a proposal to the MCCTR Pilot Projects 
Program  

Applications due  Spring 2021  

What past 
participants said 

The connections we made are invaluable--  the CEnR Summer Institute facilitators and 
staff and other attendees at similar points in their career and with complementary 
research interests. There are few occasions where so many institutions are represented 
and the environment is conducive to forming sincere collaborations.  Likewise, the 
introduction to a host of resources all geared toward making our research endeavors 
successful was invigorating and encouraging. 

   
Information available at https://www.umc.edu/Research/Centers-and-Institutes/External-Designation-Centers/Mississippi-Center-
for-Clinical-and-Translational-Research/Resources/Community-Engaged-Research-Summer-Institute-Overview.html. For an 
application, email MCCTR@umc.edu. Complete the application form and submit 1) your curriculum vitae; 2) a 2-3 page application 
letter of interest (research interests and any research activity not reflected in your CV, why you are interested in attending the 
Institute, and how attendance will benefit your research and professional goals); and 3) a letter of recommendation from your 
Department Chair or a senior faculty member familiar with your professional capabilities and research potential in community-
engaged research. Submit your application as a single pdf via email to MCCTR@umc.edu and copy holly.huye@usm.edu , 
ccompretta@umc.edu  and wwhite@tougaloo.edu. 

Questions? Contact: 
The University of 

Mississippi Medical Center 

Tougaloo College The University of Southern Mississippi 

Caroline Compretta  Wendy White  Holly Huye  

Department of Preventative Medicine  Jackson Heart Study  School of Kinesiology and Nutrition   

Phone: 601-815-1505 Phone: 601-977-7736 Phone:  601-266-6023 

Email: ccompretta@umc.edu  Email: wwhite@tougaloo.edu  Email: holly.huye@usm.edu  

 

https://www.umc.edu/Research/Centers-and-Institutes/External-Designation-Centers/Mississippi-Center-for-Clinical-and-Translational-Research/Resources/Community-Engaged-Research-Summer-Institute-Overview.html
https://www.umc.edu/Research/Centers-and-Institutes/External-Designation-Centers/Mississippi-Center-for-Clinical-and-Translational-Research/Resources/Community-Engaged-Research-Summer-Institute-Overview.html
mailto:MCCTR@umc.edu
mailto:MCCTR@umc.edu
mailto:holly.huye@usm.edu
mailto:ccompretta@umc.edu
mailto:wwhite@tougaloo.edu
mailto:ccompretta@umc.edu
mailto:wwhite@tougaloo.edu
mailto:holly.huye@usm.edu


Mississippi Gulf Coast Convention Center 
Biloxi, Mississippi
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Gamble A, Beech BM, Wade BC, Sutton VD, Lim C, Sandridge S, Welsch MA. Telehealth Diabetes Prevention Intervention for
the Next Generation of African American Youth: Protocol for a Pilot Trial. JMIR Res Protoc. 2021 Mar 31;10(3):e25699. doi:
10.2196/25699. PMID: 33787504; PMCID: PMC8047807.

Gamble A, Beech BM, Blackshear C, Cranston KL, Herring SJ, Moore JB, Welsch MA. Recruitment planning for clinical trials
with a vulnerable perinatal adolescent population using the Clinical Trials Transformative Initiative framework and
principles of partner and community engagement. Contemp Clin Trials. 2021 Mar 15;104:106363. doi:
10.1016/j.cct.2021.106363. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33737198.

Self WH, Stewart TG, Wheeler AP, El Atrouni W, Bistran-Hall AJ, Casey JD, Cataldo VD, Chappell JD, Cohn CS, Collins JB,
Denison MR, de Wit M, Dixon SL, Duggal A, Edwards TL, Fontaine MJ, Ginde AA, Harkins MS, Harrington T, Harris ES, Hoda D,
Ipe TS, Jaiswal SJ, Johnson NJ, Jones AE, Laguio-Vila M, Lindsell CJ, Mallada J, Mammen MJ, Metcalf RA, Middleton EA, Mucha
S, O'Neal HR Jr, Pannu SR, Pulley JM, Qiao X, Raval JS, Rhoads JP, Schrager H, Shanholtz C, Shapiro NI, Schrantz SJ, Thomsen I,
Vermillion KK, Bernard GR, Rice TW; Passive Immunity Trial for Our Nation (PassITON) Investigators. Passive Immunity Trial
for Our Nation (PassITON): study protocol for a randomized placebo-control clinical trial evaluating COVID-19 convalescent
plasma in hospitalized adults. Trials. 2021 Mar 20;22(1):221. doi: 10.1186/s13063-021-05171-2. PMID: 33743799; PMCID:
PMC7980732.

Tian Y, Russo RM, Li Y, Karmakar M, Liu B, Puskarich MA, Jones AE, Stringer KA, Standiford TJ, Alam HB. Serum citrullinated
histone H3 concentrations differentiate patients with septic verses non-septic shock and correlate with disease severity.
Infection. 2021 Feb;49(1):83-93. doi: 10.1007/s15010-020-01528-y. Epub 2020 Sep 30. PMID: 33000445; PMCID:
PMC7527151.

Palei AC, Martin HL, Wilson BA, Anderson CD, Granger JP, Spradley FT. Impact of hyperleptinemia during placental ischemia-
induced hypertension in pregnant rats. Am J Physiol Heart Circ Physiol. 2021 Mar 12. doi: 10.1152/ajpheart.00724.2019.
Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33710923.

Duncan JW, Nemeth Z, Hildebrandt E, Granger JP, Ryan MJ, Drummond HA. Interleukin-17 induces hypertension but does
not impair cerebrovascular function in pregnant rats. Pregnancy Hypertens. 2021 Feb 23;24:50-57. doi:
10.1016/j.preghy.2021.02.009. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33677419.

Li X, Lu Q, Qiu Y, do Carmo JM, Wang Z, da Silva AA, Mouton A, Omoto ACM, Hall ME, Li J, Hall JE. Direct Cardiac Actions of
the Sodium Glucose Co-Transporter 2 Inhibitor Empagliflozin Improve Myocardial Oxidative Phosphorylation and Attenuate
Pressure-Overload Heart Failure. J Am Heart Assoc. 2021 Mar 16;10(6):e018298. doi: 10.1161/JAHA.120.018298. Epub 2021
Mar 13. PMID: 33719499.

Mouton AJ, Flynn ER, Moak SP, Li X, da Silva AA, Wang Z, do Carmo JM, Hall ME, Hall JE. Interaction of Obesity and
Hypertension on Cardiac Metabolic Remodeling and Survival Following Myocardial Infarction. J Am Heart Assoc. 2021 Mar
16;10(6):e018212. doi: 10.1161/JAHA.120.018212. Epub 2021 Mar 5. PMID: 33666098.

da Silva AA, Pinkerton MA, Spradley FT, Palei AC, Hall JE, do Carmo JM. Chronic CNS-mediated cardiometabolic actions of
leptin: potential role of sex differences. Am J Physiol Regul Integr Comp Physiol. 2021 Feb 1;320(2):R173-R181. doi:
10.1152/ajpregu.00027.2020. Epub 2020 Nov 18. PMID: 33206555; PMCID: PMC7948126.

Kalikkot Thekkeveedu R, Ramarao S, Dankhara N, Alur P. Hypochloremia Secondary to Diuretics in Preterm Infants: Should
Clinicians Pay Close Attention? Glob Pediatr Health. 2021 Feb 4;8:2333794X21991014. doi: 10.1177/2333794X21991014.
PMID: 33614850; PMCID: PMC7868482.
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Horne SM, Carr EO, Brent BK, Blackshear CT. Hybridized dental hygiene psychomotor skills instruction: The COVID-19
challenge. J Dent Educ. 2021 Feb 13:10.1002/jdd.12569. doi: 10.1002/jdd.12569. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33580882;
PMCID: PMC8013574.
Inagaki K, Blackshear C, Burns PA, Hobbs CV. Racial/Ethnic Disparities in the Incidences of Bronchiolitis Requiring
Hospitalization. Clin Infect Dis. 2021 Feb 16;72(4):668-674. doi: 10.1093/cid/ciaa113. PMID: 32020165.

Soinio M, Luukkonen AK, Seppänen M, Kemppainen J, Seppänen J, Pienimäki JP, Leijon H, Vesterinen T, Arola J, Lantto E, Helin
S, Tikkanen I, Metso S, Mirtti T, Heiskanen I, Norvio L, Tiikkainen M, Tikkanen T, Sane T, Välimäki M, Gomez-Sanchez CE, Pörsti
I, Nuutila P, Nevalainen PI, Matikainen N. Response to Letter on use of functional imaging by 11C-metomidate PET for primary
aldosteronism subtyping. Eur J Endocrinol. 2021 Mar;184(3):L11-L12. doi: 10.1530/EJE-21-0048. PMID: 33555271; PMCID:
PMC8045446.

Reincke M, Albani A, Assie G, Bancos I, Brue T, Buchfelder M, Chabre O, Ceccato F, Daniele A, Detomas M, Di Dalmazi G,
Elenkova A, Findling J, Grossman AB, Gomez-Sanchez CE, Heaney AP, Honegger J, Karavitaki N, Lacroix A, Laws ER, Losa M,
Murakami M, Newell-Price J, Pecori Giraldi F, Pérez-Rivas LG, Pivonello R, Rainey WE, Sbiera S, Schopohl J, Stratakis CA,
Theodoropoulou M, van Rossum EFC, Valassi E, Zacharieva S, Rubinstein G, Ritzel K. Corticotroph tumor progression after
bilateral adrenalectomy (Nelson's syndrome): systematic review and expert consensus recommendations. Eur J Endocrinol.
2021 Mar;184(3):P1-P16. doi: 10.1530/EJE-20-1088. PMID: 33444221; PMCID: PMC8060870.

Francis JC, Gardiner JR, Renaud Y, Chauhan R, Weinstein Y, Gomez-Sanchez C, Lefrançois-Martinez AM, Bertherat J, Val P,
Swain A. HOX genes promote cell proliferation and are potential therapeutic targets in adrenocortical tumours. Br J Cancer.
2021 Feb;124(4):805-816. doi: 10.1038/s41416-020-01166-z. Epub 2020 Nov 20. PMID: 33214683; PMCID: PMC7884796.

Carter KT, Lirette ST, Baran DA, Creswell L, Kutcher ME, Copeland JG, Copeland H. The effects of increased donor support time
from organ donation referral to donor procurement on heart transplant recipient survival. J Card Surg. 2021 Feb 22. doi:
10.1111/jocs.15442. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33616219.

Oshunbade AA, Kassahun-Yimer W, Valle KA, Hamid A, Kipchumba RK, Kamimura D, Clark D 3rd, White WB, DeFilippis AP,
Blaha MJ, Benjamin EJ, O'Brien EC, Mentz RJ, Rodriguez CJ, Fox ER, Butler J, Keith RJ, Bhatnagar A, Marie Robertson R, Correa A,
Hall ME. Cigarette Smoking, Incident Coronary Heart Disease, and Coronary Artery Calcification in Black Adults: The Jackson
Heart Study. J Am Heart Assoc. 2021 Apr 6;10(7):e017320. doi: 10.1161/JAHA.120.017320. Epub 2021 Mar 23. PMID: 33754833.

Li X, Lu Q, Qiu Y, do Carmo JM, Wang Z, da Silva AA, Mouton A, Omoto ACM, Hall ME, Li J, Hall JE. Direct Cardiac Actions of the
Sodium Glucose Co-Transporter 2 Inhibitor Empagliflozin Improve Myocardial Oxidative Phosphorylation and Attenuate
Pressure-Overload Heart Failure. J Am Heart Assoc. 2021 Mar 16;10(6):e018298. doi: 10.1161/JAHA.120.018298. Epub 2021
Mar 13. PMID: 33719499.
Kamimura D, Cain-Shields LR, Clark D, Oshunbade AA, Ashley KE, Guild CS, Loprinzi PD, Newton R, Blaha MJ, Suzuki T, Butler J,
Hall JE, Correa A, Hall ME. Physical Activity, Inflammation, Coronary Artery Calcification, and Incident Coronary Heart Disease
in African Americans: Insights From the Jackson Heart Study. Mayo Clin Proc. 2021 Apr;96(4):901-911. doi:
10.1016/j.mayocp.2020.09.042. Epub 2021 Mar 10. PMID: 33714604; PMCID: PMC8026689.

Mouton AJ, Flynn ER, Moak SP, Li X, da Silva AA, Wang Z, do Carmo JM, Hall ME, Hall JE. Interaction of Obesity and
Hypertension on Cardiac Metabolic Remodeling and Survival Following Myocardial Infarction. J Am Heart Assoc. 2021 Mar
16;10(6):e018212. doi: 10.1161/JAHA.120.018212. Epub 2021 Mar 5. PMID: 33666098.

Lee C, Brodke DJ, Engel J, Schloss MG, Zaidi SMR, O'Toole RV, Gulbrandsen T, Hogue M, Badon J, Bergin PF, Lirette ST,
Morellato J. Low-energy Gunshot-induced Tibia Fractures: What Proportion Develop Complications? Clin Orthop Relat Res.
2021 Mar 22. doi: 10.1097/CORR.0000000000001736. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33760776.
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Taliun D, Harris DN, Kessler MD, Carlson J, Szpiech ZA, Torres R, Taliun SAG, Corvelo A, Gogarten SM, Kang HM, Pitsillides AN,
LeFaive J, Lee SB, Tian X, Browning BL, Das S, Emde AK, Clarke WE, Loesch DP, Shetty AC, Blackwell TW, Smith AV, Wong Q, Liu
X, Conomos MP, Bobo DM, Aguet F, Albert C, Alonso A, Ardlie KG, Arking DE, Aslibekyan S, Auer PL, Barnard J, Barr RG, Barwick
L, Becker LC, Beer RL, Benjamin EJ, Bielak LF, Blangero J, Boehnke M, Bowden DW, Brody JA, Burchard EG, Cade BE, Casella JF,
Chalazan B, Chasman DI, Chen YI, Cho MH, Choi SH, Chung MK, Clish CB, Correa A, Curran JE, Custer B, Darbar D, Daya M, de
Andrade M, DeMeo DL, Dutcher SK, Ellinor PT, Emery LS, Eng C, Fatkin D, Fingerlin T, Forer L, Fornage M, Franceschini N,
Fuchsberger C, Fullerton SM, Germer S, Gladwin MT, Gottlieb DJ, Guo X, Hall ME, He J, Heard-Costa NL, Heckbert SR, Irvin MR,
Johnsen JM, Johnson AD, Kaplan R, Kardia SLR, Kelly T, Kelly S, Kenny EE, Kiel DP, Klemmer R, Konkle BA, Kooperberg C,
Köttgen A, Lange LA, Lasky-Su J, Levy D, Lin X, Lin KH, Liu C, Loos RJF, Garman L, Gerszten R, Lubitz SA, Lunetta KL, Mak ACY,
Manichaikul A, Manning AK, Mathias RA, McManus DD, McGarvey ST, Meigs JB, Meyers DA, Mikulla JL, Minear MA, Mitchell BD,
Mohanty S, Montasser ME, Montgomery C, Morrison AC, Murabito JM, Natale A, Natarajan P, Nelson SC, North KE, O'Connell
JR, Palmer ND, Pankratz N, Peloso GM, Peyser PA, Pleiness J, Post WS, Psaty BM, Rao DC, Redline S, Reiner AP, Roden D, Rotter
JI, Ruczinski I, Sarnowski C, Schoenherr S, Schwartz DA, Seo JS, Seshadri S, Sheehan VA, Sheu WH, Shoemaker MB, Smith NL,
Smith JA, Sotoodehnia N, Stilp AM, Tang W, Taylor KD, Telen M, Thornton TA, Tracy RP, Van Den Berg DJ, Vasan RS, Viaud-
Martinez KA, Vrieze S, Weeks DE, Weir BS, Weiss ST, Weng LC, Willer CJ, Zhang Y, Zhao X, Arnett DK, Ashley-Koch AE, Barnes
KC, Boerwinkle E, Gabriel S, Gibbs R, Rice KM, Rich SS, Silverman EK, Qasba P, Gan W; NHLBI Trans-Omics for Precision
Medicine (TOPMed) Consortium, Papanicolaou GJ, Nickerson DA, Browning SR, Zody MC, Zöllner S, Wilson JG, Cupples LA,
Laurie CC, Jaquish CE, Hernandez RD, O'Connor TD, Abecasis GR. Sequencing of 53,831 diverse genomes from the NHLBI
TOPMed Program. Nature. 2021 Feb;590(7845):290-299. doi: 10.1038/s41586-021-03205-y. Epub 2021 Feb 10. PMID:
33568819; PMCID: PMC7875770.

Self WH, Semler MW, Leither LM, Casey JD, Angus DC, Brower RG, Chang SY, Collins SP, Eppensteiner JC, Filbin MR, Files DC,
Gibbs KW, Ginde AA, Gong MN, Harrell FE Jr, Hayden DL, Hough CL, Johnson NJ, Khan A, Lindsell CJ, Matthay MA, Moss M, Park
PK, Rice TW, Robinson BRH, Schoenfeld DA, Shapiro NI, Steingrub JS, Ulysse CA, Weissman A, Yealy DM, Thompson BT, Brown
SM; National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute PETAL Clinical Trials Network, Steingrub J, Smithline H, Tiru B, Tidswell M,
Kozikowski L, Thornton-Thompson S, De Souza L, Hou P, Baron R, Massaro A, Aisiku I, Fredenburgh L, Seethala R, Johnsky L,
Riker R, Seder D, May T, Baumann M, Eldridge A, Lord C, Shapiro N, Talmor D, O’Mara T, Kirk C, Harrison K, Kurt L,
Schermerhorn M, Banner-Goodspeed V, Boyle K, Dubosh N, Filbin M, Hibbert K, Parry B, Lavin-Parsons K, Pulido N, Lilley B,
Lodenstein C, Margolin J, Brait K, Jones A, Galbraith J, Peacock R, Nandi U, Wachs T, Matthay M, Liu K, Kangelaris K, Wang R,
Calfee C, Yee K, Hendey G, Chang S, Lim G, Qadir N, Tam A, Beutler R, Levitt J, Wilson J, Rogers A, Vojnik R, Roque J, Albertson
T, Chenoweth J, Adams J, Pearson S, Juarez M, Almasri E, Fayed M, Hughes A, Hillard S, Huebinger R, Wang H, Vidales E, Patel
B, Ginde A, Moss M, Baduashvili A, McKeehan J, Finck L, Higgins C, Howell M, Douglas I, Haukoos J, Hiller T, Lyle C, Cupelo A,
Caruso E, Camacho C, Gravitz S, Finigan J, Griesmer C, Park P, Hyzy R, Nelson K, McDonough K, Olbrich N, Williams M, Kapoor
R, Nash J, Willig M, Ford H, Gardner-Gray J, Ramesh M, Moses M, Ng Gong M, Aboodi M, Asghar A, Amosu O, Torres M, Kaur S,
Chen JT, Hope A, Lopez B, Rosales K, Young You J, Mosier J, Hypes C, Natt B, Borg B, Salvagio Campbell E, Hite RD, Hudock K,
Cresie A, Alhasan F, Gomez-Arroyo J, Duggal A, Mehkri O, Hastings A, Sahoo D, Abi Fadel F, Gole S, Shaner V, Wimer A, Meli Y,
King A, Terndrup T, Exline M, Pannu S, Robart E, Karow S, Hough C, Robinson B, Johnson N, Henning D, Campo M, Gundel S,
Seghal S, Katsandres S, Dean S, Khan A, Krol O, Jouzestani M, Huynh P, Weissman A, Yealy D, Scholl D, Adams P, McVerry B,
Huang D, Angus D, Schooler J, Moore S, Files C, Miller C, Gibbs K, LaRose M, Flores L, Koehler L, Morse C, Sanders J, Langford
C, Nanney K, MdalaGausi M, Yeboah P, Morris P, Sturgill J, Seif S, Cassity E, Dhar S, de Wit M, Mason J, Goodwin A, Hall G,
Grady A, Chamberlain A, Brown S, Bledsoe J, Leither L, Peltan I, Starr N, Fergus M, Aston V, Montgomery Q, Smith R, Merrill M,
Brown K, Armbruster B, Harris E, Middleton E, Paine R, Johnson S, Barrios M, Eppensteiner J, Limkakeng A, McGowan L, Porter
T, Bouffler A, Leahy JC, deBoisblanc B, Lammi M, Happel K, Lauto P, Self W, Casey J, Semler M, Collins S, Harrell F, Lindsell C,
Rice T, Stubblefield W, Gray C, Johnson J, Roth M, Hays M, Torr D, Zakaria A, Schoenfeld D, Thompson T, Hayden D, Ringwood
N, Oldmixon C, Ulysse C, Morse R, Muzikansky A, Fitzgerald L, Whitaker S, Lagakos A, Brower R, Reineck L, Aggarwal N,
Bienstock K, Freemer M, Maclawiw M, Weinmann G, Morrison L, Gillespie M, Kryscio R, Brodie D, Zareba W, Rompalo A,
Boeckh M, Parsons P, Christie J, Hall J, Horton N, Zoloth L, Dickert N, Diercks D. Effect of Hydroxychloroquine on Clinical Status
at 14 Days in Hospitalized Patients With COVID-19: A Randomized Clinical Trial. JAMA. 2020 Dec 1;324(21):2165-2176. doi:
10.1001/jama.2020.22240. PMID: 33165621; PMCID: PMC7653542.
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Speed JS, Pruett WA, Lirette ST, Cook JJ, Phillips CL, Grayson BE. Cardiovascular Risk Factors Following Vertical Sleeve
Gastrectomy in Black Americans Compared with White Americans. Obes Surg. 2021 Mar;31(3):1004-1012. doi:
10.1007/s11695-020-04938-x. Epub 2020 Aug 22. PMID: 32827094; PMCID: PMC7897752.

Kulasekararaj AG, Hill A, Langemeijer S, Wells R, González Fernández FA, Gaya A, Ojeda Gutierrez E, Piatek CI, Mitchell L, Usuki
K, Bosi A, Brodsky RA, Ogawa M, Yu J, Ortiz S, Röth A, Lee JW, Peffault de Latour R. One-year outcomes from a phase 3
randomized trial of ravulizumab in adults with paroxysmal nocturnal hemoglobinuria who received prior eculizumab. Eur J
Haematol. 2021 Mar;106(3):389-397. doi: 10.1111/ejh.13564. Epub 2021 Jan 3. PMID: 33301613.

deMartelly VA, Dreixler J, Tung A, Mueller A, Heimberger S, Fazal AA, Naseem H, Lang R, Kruse E, Yamat M, Granger JP,
Bakrania BA, Rodriguez-Kovacs J, Rana S, Shahul S. Long-Term Postpartum Cardiac Function and Its Association With
Preeclampsia. J Am Heart Assoc. 2021 Feb;10(5):e018526. doi: 10.1161/JAHA.120.018526. Epub 2021 Feb 23. PMID: 33619970.

Oelsner EC, Allen NB, Ali T, Anugu P, Andrews H, Asaro A, Balte PP, Barr RG, Bertoni AG, Bon J, Boyle R, Chang AA, Chen G,
Cole SA, Coresh J, Cornell E, Correa A, Couper D, Cushman M, Demmer RT, Elkind MSV, Folsom AR, Fretts AM, Gabriel KP, Gallo
L, Gutierrez J, Han MK, Henderson JM, Howard VJ, Isasi CR, Jacobs DR, Judd SE, Mukaz DK, Kanaya AM, Kandula NR, Kaplan R,
Krishnaswamy A, Kinney GL, Kucharska-Newton A, Lee JS, Lewis CE, Levine DA, Levitan EB, Levy B, Make B, Malloy K, Manly JJ,
Meyer KA, Min YI, Moll M, Moore WC, Mauger D, Ortega VE, Palta P, Parker MM, Phipatanakul W, Post W, Psaty BM, Regan EA,
Ring K, Roger VL, Rotter JI, Rundek T, Sacco RL, Schembri M, Schwartz DA, Seshadri S, Shikany JM, Sims M, Hinckley Stukovsky
KD, Talavera GA, Tracy RP, Umans JG, Vasan RS, Watson K, Wenzel SE, Winters K, Woodruff PG, Xanthakis V, Zhang Y, Zhang Y;
C4R Investigators. Collaborative Cohort of Cohorts for COVID-19 Research (C4R) Study: Study Design. medRxiv [Preprint].
2021 Mar 20:2021.03.19.21253986. doi: 10.1101/2021.03.19.21253986. PMID: 33758891; PMCID: PMC7987050.

Jayaram A, Deer E, Amaral LM, Campbell N, Vaka VR, Cunningham M, Ibrahim T, Cornelius DC, LaMarca BB. The role of tumor
necrosis factor in triggering activation of natural killer cell, multi-organ mitochondrial dysfunction and hypertension during
pregnancy. Pregnancy Hypertens. 2021 Feb 16;24:65-72. doi: 10.1016/j.preghy.2021.02.006. Epub ahead of print. PMID:
33677421.

Paterson AH, Wendel JF, Gundlach H, Guo H, Jenkins J, Jin D, Llewellyn D, Showmaker KC, Shu S, Udall J, Yoo MJ, Byers R, Chen
W, Doron-Faigenboim A, Duke MV, Gong L, Grimwood J, Grover C, Grupp K, Hu G, Lee TH, Li J, Lin L, Liu T, Marler BS, Page JT,
Roberts AW, Romanel E, Sanders WS, Szadkowski E, Tan X, Tang H, Xu C, Wang J, Wang Z, Zhang D, Zhang L, Ashrafi H, Bedon
F, Bowers JE, Brubaker CL, Chee PW, Das S, Gingle AR, Haigler CH, Harker D, Hoffmann LV, Hovav R, Jones DC, Lemke C,
Mansoor S, ur Rahman M, Rainville LN, Rambani A, Reddy UK, Rong JK, Saranga Y, Scheffler BE, Scheffler JA, Stelly DM, Triplett
BA, Van Deynze A, Vaslin MF, Waghmare VN, Walford SA, Wright RJ, Zaki EA, Zhang T, Dennis ES, Mayer KF, Peterson DG,
Rokhsar DS, Wang X, Schmutz J. Repeated polyploidization of Gossypium genomes and the evolution of spinnable cotton
fibres. Nature. 2012 Dec 20;492(7429):423-7. doi: 10.1038/nature11798. PMID: 23257886.

Cottrell JN, Witcher A, Comley KM, Cunningham MW Jr, Ibrahim T, Cornelius DC, LaMarca BD, Amaral LM. Progesterone
induced blocking factor improves blood pressure, inflammation and pup weight in response to reduced uterine perfusion
pressure (RUPP). Am J Physiol Regul Integr Comp Physiol. 2021 Feb 3. doi: 10.1152/ajpregu.00152.2020. Epub ahead of print.
PMID: 33533305.

Garla V, Subauste A, Butler J, Lien LF. The role of sodium glucose co-transporter inhibitors in heart failure prevention. J
Diabetes Complications. 2021 Mar;35(3):107811. doi: 10.1016/j.jdiacomp.2020.107811. Epub 2020 Nov 26. PMID: 33280983.

Cardel MI, Chi X, Min YI, Sims M, Musani SK, Dulin A, Gravlee CC, Smith SM, DeBoer MD, Gurka MJ. Experiences of
Discrimination Are Associated With Worse Metabolic Syndrome Severity Among African Americans in the Jackson Heart Study.
Ann Behav Med. 2021 Mar 20;55(3):266-279. doi: 10.1093/abm/kaaa050. PMID: 32686818; PMCID: PMC7980767.
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Tamura K, Orstad SL, Cromley EK, Neally SJ, Claudel SE, Andrews MR, Ceasar J, Sims M, Powell-Wiley TM. The Mediating role of
perceived discrimination and stress in the associations between neighborhood social environment and TV Viewing among
Jackson Heart Study participants. SSM Popul Health. 2021 Feb 20;13:100760. doi: 10.1016/j.ssmph.2021.100760. PMID:
33681448; PMCID: PMC7930346.
Joseph JJ, Pohlman NK, Zhao S, Kline D, Brock G, Echouffo-Tcheugui JB, Sims M, Effoe VS, Wu WC, Kalyani RR, Wand GS, Kluwe
B, Hsueh WA, Abdalla M, Shimbo D, Golden SH. The Association of Serum Aldosterone and Plasma Renin Activity with
Ambulatory Blood Pressure in African Americans: The Jackson Heart Study. Circulation. 2021 Feb 19. doi:
10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.120.050896. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33605160.
Kluwe B, Zhao S, Kline D, Ortiz R, Brock G, Echouffo-Tcheugui JB, Sims M, Kalyani RR, Golden SH, Joseph JJ. Adiposity Measures
and Morning Serum Cortisol in African Americans: Jackson Heart Study. Obesity (Silver Spring). 2021 Feb;29(2):418-427. doi:
10.1002/oby.23056. PMID: 33491313.
Wilkins JM, Gakh O, Kabiraj P, McCarthy CB, Tobin WO, Howe CL, Lucchinetti CF. Correction for: Signatures of cell stress and
altered bioenergetics in skin fibroblasts from patients with multiple sclerosis. Aging (Albany NY). 2021 Mar 3;13(5):7707. doi:
10.18632/aging.202757. Epub 2021 Mar 3. Erratum for: Aging (Albany NY). 2020 Jul 8;12(14):15134-15156. PMID: 33657013;
PMCID: PMC7993739.
Muzny CA, Schwebke JR, Nyirjesy P, Kaufman G, Mena LA, Lazenby GB, Van Gerwen OT, Graves KJ, Arbuckle J, Carter BA,
McMahon CP, Eder S, Shaw J, Pandey B, Chavoustie SE. Efficacy and Safety of Single Oral Dosing of Secnidazole for
Trichomoniasis in Women: Results of a Phase 3, Randomized, Double-Blind, Placebo-Controlled, Delayed-Treatment Study.
Clin Infect Dis. 2021 Mar 26:ciab242. doi: 10.1093/cid/ciab242. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 33768237.

Todd Chappell B, Mena LA, Maximos B, Mollan S, Culwell K, Howard B. EVO100 Prevents Chlamydia and Gonorrhea in Women
At High-Risk For Infection. Am J Obstet Gynecol. 2021 Mar 8:S0002-9378(21)00156-3. doi: 10.1016/j.ajog.2021.03.005. Epub
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