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NOTED THORACIC SURGEON JOINS UMMC 
  
For more information contact Patrice Guilfoyle at (601) 815-3940 or 
pguilfoyle@pubaffairs.umsmed.edu. Photo attached. 
 
JACKSON, Miss. – Dr. Curt Tribble, a longtime thoracic surgeon who implanted the first 
left ventricular assist device, has joined University of Mississippi Medical Center as 
professor of surgery. He will see patients through University of Mississippi Health Care. 
 
He directed the LVAD/transplant team at the University of Virginia before helping develop 
and lead the Lifeflow LVAD Project at the University of Florida. 
 
Tribble received the B.S. in biology in 1975 and the B.A. in English in 1976 from 
Presbyterian College, Clinton, S.C., where he was valedictorian of his classes. He earned 
the M.D. at the Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, Nashville, Tenn., in 1980. His 
postgraduate training included stints as an intern in surgery from 1980-81, a resident in 
surgery from 1981-85 and a resident in thoracic and cardiovascular surgery from 1985-
87 at the University of Virginia. 
 
He joined the UVA School of Medicine faculty in 1987 as an instructor in surgery and 
quickly rose through the ranks to professor of surgery there in 1994. In 2000, he was 
named Claude Jessup Chair in Surgery. Throughout his career at UVA, he served as co-
director for thoracic transplant service and became director of the Ventricular Support 
Program in 1994. He became associate program director of thoracic surgical residency in 
1997 and began serving as vice-chair of the Department of Surgery in 2002. 
 
Tribble left UVA in 2006 to become chief of the Division of Thoracic Surgery at the 
University of Florida, where he also served as program director of the thoracic residency 
and vice chair of the Department of Surgery. 
 
A fellow of the American College of Surgeons, Tribble is a member of several professional 
organizations. He is now serving a six-year term as a director of the American Board of 
Thoracic Surgery. 
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Please forward this message to colleagues who might be interested. If you wish to be 
removed from this list or know of a colleague to add, send an e-mail message to:  
LAGriffin@pubaffairs.umsmed.edu. 

The University of Mississippi Medical Center, located in Jackson, is the state’s only 
academic medical center. University of Mississippi Health Care represents the clinical 
programs of the Medical Center and includes University Hospitals and Health System and 
University Physicians, the faculty group practice. UMMC encompasses five health science 
schools, including medicine, nursing, health related professions, dentistry and graduate 
studies, as well as the site where University of Mississippi pharmacy students do their 
clinical training. The Medical Center’s threefold mission is to educate tomorrow’s health-
care professionals, conduct innovative research to improve human health, and to provide 
the highest quality care available to the state’s citizens. A major goal of the Medical 
Center is the improvement of the health of Mississippians and the elimination of health 
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disparities.  For more information, contact the Division of Public Affairs at 601-984-1100 
or visit us on the Web at http://info.umc.edu/. 
 


